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TOUCHDOWN CLuB feppy 722
Blon) S2rhH YEARZ .,

TouvcHPOWN LLUB S MADE UP OF A GROUP
OF “TIGER FOOTBALL FANS AND CAN Be TRACED
RBacis To 1950 puRING THE COACHING REGIME
OF CHVCK. MATHER.,

IN SOME OF THE EARLY WEARS \T WAS
ALSO KNoWN AS Tue RuarTER BACKk CLUB,

The PRIMARY REASON FoR TS LoNCEPTION
WAS SO THAT BUSINESSMEAN , WHO CouLR NOT
ATTEND MONDAY NIGHT BooSTER L.LUE
MEETINGS, COULD BE BROVGHT DP To JATE
ON THE TIGER FAOTBALL PROGRAM, MASSILLON
DOWNTOWN STORES WERE OPEN MONDAY
EVENINGS AT THAT TIME. MEBETINGS WERE
HELD AT PADULAS RESTAURANT IN THE (950'S .

IN 1967 THE CLUP CREATEY THE VHARDNOSE
AWARD" GRAYOON BCKARD WAS THE WINNER OF
TS ANMNUAL AWARD, CLUB MEMBERS TURN
IN TREIR CHOICE WEEKLY ANP VOTES ARE
TABULATED AT “THE ENDOF THE SEASON.

IN 1995 THE AWARD WAS NAMED
' THE BOB CoMMINGS HARD NESE AWARD,

A MIXTURE OF ENGENTS WILL OCLUVR AT
These WeekLY MEETINGS ; MAIN SPEAKERS

WitL BE A& weeEKLY HIGHULIGHT,

JASON HALL WILL BE THE WEEK ONE
SPEAKER. AND w(LL GIVE A PREVIEW OF THE
LPECOMING S EASON,

ALEX WooD Wit BE THE WEE K 2 SPEAKER,
AND WILL DISCUSS WHAT HE HAS IMPLEMENTED
ON OEFENSE AND TALK ABouT HIS PREVIOUS
EXPERIENCES,

CoOACH HALL WiLL BRING SEVERAL PLAYERS
EACH WEEK AND WIiLL HAVE “THEM SAY A
CEW WORDS SO TUAT THE COMMUNITY (u ikl
GET To KNow TheEM BETTER.



THE CLLBS OFFICERS FOR 2009 WiLL [NCLUDPE
PRESIDENT JASON BYERS , VILE PRESI\DENT
ToOD SCHUMACHER, AND S‘achETArz'-{ TREASURER
LINDA WAECHTER,
ToucHDOWN CLUB MEETINGS wiLL BE
HELD AT THE EAGLES (90, FORMERLY Tue
AMVETS CLUB, ON EAcd TUESDAY PREVIOUS
To A TIGER GAME,
Luwnvcd SERVICE BESINS AT I1.30 A M,
THe PrOoGRAM BEGINS PROMPTLY AT NOON,



TIGER FOOTBALL BOOSTER CLUB

.|P- O. Box 19, Massillon, Ohio 44646

2008 TIGER TOUCHDOWN CLUB

Dear Tiger Touchdown Club Member:

The 2008 Massillon Tiger football season is soon approaching and excitement is in the air. We will be watching the practices and
scrimmages, seeing who will emerge as leaders on the team. The 2008 season opens on Friday, August 22, against Akron Buchtel. The
first meeting of the Tiger Touchdown Club will be Tuesday, August 19, 2008, at 12:00 p.m. As in prior years, all meetings will be
held at the Amvets Post 6, 303 Weirich Blvd NW in downtown Massillon behind Towne Plaza. We will meet every Tuesday during
the season including the Tuesday after the last game. The meetings begin promptly at noon with a buffet lunch served beforehand
starting at 11:30 a.m.

It will come as no surprise that our costs have risen this year. We feel we can cover the increase with a modest raise in the
membership dues to $15.00. The cost of the weekly meal will remain at $7.00 with no increase. The special McKinley meal as well as
the cost of a guest meal will be $8.00. You may pay your membership dues at the first meeting along with the cost of your lunch, or
you may wish to pay for the season in one lump sum of $93.00 ($15 dues plus $78 for 11 meals). The meals include either a trip to the
buffet table or a large chef salad, with both including beverage and dessert.

Please bring your 2008 dues to the first meeting on August 19; or to avoid long lines at the first meeting, complete and mail the
bottom half of this form along with a check payable to “Massillon Tiger Touchdown Club” to:

Tiger Touchdown Club
c/o Linda Waechter, Secretary/Treasurer
3416 Hilton St NW
Massillon, OH 44646

If paying by mail, please check the appropriate box:

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ] $15.00 — Annual dues only (due by the first meeting)

] $93.00 — Annual dues plus meal prepayment plan
($15.00 dues + $78.00 for 11 meals)

To assure that our records are up to date, please complete your name, address, and telephone number below.
If you are paying at the meeting, bring this letter with you with the information completed below.

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Email (optional):

Check all applicable: [[]1 am a returning member [ 1 am a new member [] New Address

We are all looking forward to a great season with our new Head Coach Jason Hall leadmg our Massillon Tigers into battle for ten
regular season games and then the post season. I look forward to seeing you on August 19"

J e_j_’f ‘Jﬁomﬁerfy Jason Byers, Vice President

. 2008 President — Tiger Touchdown Club Linda Waechter, Secretary/Treasurer



THE CLUBYS OFFICERS FoR 2009 WLl |NCLVPE
PRESIDENT JASON BYERS , VILE PRESIDENT
To0D SCHUMACHER , AND SECRETARY - TREASUPER
LINDA WAEBCHTER,
TovcHDOWN CLUB MEETINGS wiLL BE
HELD AT THE EAGLES (90, FORMERLY Tie
AMVETS CLUB, ON EAcH TUESDAY PREVIOUS
To A TIGER GAMLE,
LUNCH SERVICE BEGINS AT 11 30 A M,
THe PrOGRAM BEGINS PROMPTLY AT NOON,



Massillon Tiger Football Booster Club
Touchdown Club Kickoff Meeting Agenda

I. Welcome and Introductions

A. Planning Committee Attendees:
Wilbur Arnold
Jason Byers

Jason Hall

Ron Prunty

Junie Studer

Todd Schumacher -
Jeff Thornberry
Linda Waechter

PN DA W

II. Club Organization

A. Officers and Responsibilities
1. President
a. Jason Byers

2. Vice President
A. Todd Schumacher

3, Secretary/Treasurer
A. Linda Waechter

B. Meeting Facts

1. Location

a. AMVETS/Eagles 190
2. Day

a. Tuesday
3. Time

a. Lunch service begins at 11:30 a.m.
b. Program begins promptly at noon

First Meeting




a. Tuesday, August 25", 2009

C. Membership Drive

1.

2.

4.

Roster

a. Currently saved on Excel worksheet. Linda

and I both should have an update copy.
Recruits

a. I can invite Massillon Chamber of Commerce

Members, Massillon City School Admin., and
possibly the donor list for the Boys Club.

b. Advertise in the Inde prior to the season.
Possibly do joint ad with the booster club drive.

Someone will need to contact Nick Pribich
regarding their ad.

¢. Do a Corporate membership. My thoughts

were to have 3-4 sponsors through the year.
Cost would be $500. This would get them
announced at the beginning and end of
touchdown club, which is aired on ESPN 990.
It would also give them 10 membership cards
that their employees would be able to use to
come to touchdown club.

Cost

a. Membership to remain the same at $15.
b. Meals are the same (37 regular, $8 Mck)
c. AMVETS is keeping their price at $6.25, per

conversation with Anne.
Prepayment Option

a. Continue to allow for prepayment of the

membership plus the first 11 meals ($93).

Should we consider discounting the prepayment
to $88 to try to entice more members to prepay?

Letter/Announcement
a. Use the letter template from last year and make

Either Linda or I will get

appropriate changes.
urn address can be my

these sent out. The ret
office.

Membership Cards

- —_——— 1




a. Same style as last year. Jason will order from

QuickPrint. How many should we order? Do
we want the schedule on them?

III. Touchdown Club Meeting

A. Financial Procedures

1.

&

Spreadsheet to be kept to track payment of
lunches and payment of dues at weekly meeting.
Linda and I should both have the template of the
spreadsheet.

Two officers will count the money with one
making the deposit.

Copy of deposit ticket to the treasurer.

Head count to the treasurer. Make sure this
matches the AMVETS head count. Include
coaches, players, and speakers.

Invoice for lunch comes to the treasurer.
Treasurer matches head count to invoice and
pays the bill.

Payment of dues ahead of weekly luncheon dates-
use cash receipt form or roster spreadsheet to
keep track of members who pay dues.

B. Meeting Agenda

L.
2.
3.

4.

5,

6.
7

Buffet lunch with highlights/video of last game or
memorable Tiger games.

Welcome, acknowledgement of special guests,
and introductory remarks by President.
Announcements and reports from various

subgroups by the President. .
Moments from Tiger History and brief synopsis

of previous game, look at the upcoming

opponent.
Introduction of the Guest Speaker by the

President.
Introduction of Head Coach by the

Closing Remarks.

President

C. Discussion of Potential speakers




1. Jason Hall to be the week one speaker. He will
give a preview of the upcoming season.

2. Alex Wood to be the week two speaker. Discuss
what he has implemented on offense and talk
about his previous experiences.

3. Other possible speakers: Greg Gillum, B.J.
Payne, Justin Zwick, Mike Currence, Jim
Donovan, Tony Rizzo, Willie Spencer, Earle
Bruce, Chris Spielman, Shawn Crable, Lee
Owens, Jim Tressel, Jared Vance, Jeff David,
Dan Coughlin(Fox 8), Stephen Perry(Executive
Director of the HOF), Jim Houston, Coach/GM
from the Browns or Bengals, Band Director,
Athletic Director, Superintendent.

D. Radio Broadcast
1. Contact ESPN 990 to make arrangements.

E. Touchdown Club gift for guest speaker
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THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB - The Touchdown Club is a social group organizeéﬁ1952

during the coaching regime of Charles (Chuck) V. Mather. This group

meets each Tuesday during the football season at 12 noon at the

- ] AMVETS Club. A total of eleven meetings are held by this group, with

the first taking place on the Tuesday before the opening game. The

final meeting is held on the Tuesday following the annual Canton-Mass-

illon game at which time the senior Massillon football players are

guests of the club. The Head Coach appears at each meeting and pre-

sents a run down on the prior week's game as well as an overview of the

upcoming opponent, (approXimately 30-40 minutes). There is @ question

The coach takes players to this luncheon

and answer Period at the end.

e head coach. At the con-

and the players answer a Question asked DbY th

ub selects the most valuable

é clusion of the season, the Touchdown C1

' : i rd Nose
Tiger for the year and presents the' Bob cummings Memorial Ha

Award" to that player?
I —

pmem—

|
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'!Sidelincrs, A
TD Club Aid |}
}The Tigers

Two of the younger Washing-
ton high football booster organ-;
‘izations are the Touchdown clubj
and the Tiger Sideliners, |

The Touchdown club was oOr-j
ganized during the coaching re-|
gime of Chuck Mather (1948
1953). Primarily for business’-i
imen who are unable to attend
‘Monday night Tiger Booster|
‘club meetings, this group. meets;
each Monday noon at the Ma%
sillon club. b

: % % % s

A REPORT from the coach,:
‘2 discussion of the previous:
game and the coming game are|
featured. A luncheon for play-
ers is held at the end of the
season. '

Don Rinehart is the president‘]
this “year of the group which'
presents a “Hardnose” award’
each year.

The Sideliners came into be- |
ing during the tenure of Lee;
Tressel (1956-1057). Each play-
er is assigned a Sideliner as a|
buddy for the season. i

Sideliners and players eat at
American Legion Post 221 each'
Thursday night and then enjoy’
2 movie with the player. Each!
Sideliner greets his player be-
fore and after each game and
helps with suggestions or cor_nJ
plaints his player may have.

Ron Wright is the president,
this year, of the group which|
presents the Tiger Citizen Ath-
lete award each year. 1

1967
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%'AYEAR PRESIDENT Huﬁtlzgﬁg‘gzs TG, SITE |
- (SHCE37) | PabuLas ©
195 |
T 1952
1953
| las4 T
| 1ase ;
195(
1957
(A58
__ 1959
__ 11960 |BVERETT MORTOM TADULAS.,,,
16| |R.E WILLIAMS®
~ [196Z|DoN SAuDISON®
3,3 | Juni SIBER’| GRAYDON ELKARD
B q64 | D.C. STEELE b.DS|JOHN MUHLBACH
(965 | Tom RAND | DAVE WHITFIELD
11966 |DR, GEO. aiAN?|wiLe FosTER. © [MASS. cLOP
467 | Don RINEHART |RON ERTLE |MASS.CLUD
GEOD, WHTFIELD |MAs5 . CWB

1968

Joe ZecLEN®
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PRESIDEMNT

RDNOSE
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| MTG.SITE

1469

AVDY HRIVNAKS

PATMIDGLEY °

MASS, CLLUB

19770

Dick. Re\cHEL®

ToM CARDINAL®

|
|

MASS QLS

1471

Dlek HARDGROVE

' GLEN WEIRICH

MASS CWB

1972

RUSS CLEMENTS

Tow BALIZET ®

MASS.CLUB

1975

Dick. BRAUM;

CHARLES DANZY”

MASS. CLUB ©

1974

REV. ROBERT HoovER

G WoopP
gﬁf HARMON

MEASS.CLUB

1975

HARGLD BosTIC

-TB m G)"; p A 0\"’0‘

MASS .LLL®

1216

GEME BOERNER

ANTHONY GR\ZZMRD

MAss, Cwe

)a17

JoUN MuHLBACH ®

CARL Dorsey ©

|
@® |

MASS. CLU@

1978

MIKE KEYES®?

Rickae o CLEVELANDMASS. cLUB

1979

JIMm BRYAN

BoR SIMPsSeN

MASS.CLUB

1980

DAV G ATWATERS

| JEFF GRNE?

MASS. CLLB

as!

RiLL TReoP &

CHRS spieLmAN©

MASS . CLuE o

1982

Bup SLeAN ®

CcuRls SPIEUNAN

Mmass . Lue

a8%

wawle SpIeS?

Tomm arunvo?

MASS. CLOB

1984

LUAINE keHos ?

PETE Jounson @

AMVETS

&
JOEL CUNNINGHAM

DUANE CRENSHAW

AMVETS

1986

MATT SwWAL =

AMVETS

Loy YouNG

4______—-—-'—_-__‘

Ty aETE & ’A‘l

A MILLER |

AMVETS
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YEAR | PRESIDENT HARODNOSE | 16,5116
1988 GARYMJILSOI\).i TRACE L‘GGETT’ AMVETS

i

1989 | DVANE KNIGHT ®| CRAIG TURKALY | AMVETS

g2,

1990 |RoLue LAYFIELD ERlc. WRIGHT |AaMVETS

1991 |BRENTOFFENBECMER| Eric Wrigh7 |AMVETS

| qqz- ED JOEDAN Fric Wloo ds #MVETS

1993 | Jouw CcATUN B.J. PAVNE e/amvers

1994 | GARY VOGT | CovRTNETHERRING AMVETS

189S | VIRG- EDIE ¢ | VINNY TURNER |AMVETS

(496 | DENMIS GIBSON | Tarod Stefanke | RMVETS

1997 |RoN WiLbiaMS | Josk Ariedey |AMVETS

1998 |CLAREN(E RaMBAUP| MARC. CLEVELANP®| AMVETS  °

|qq¢q | 0 TeAP R AMVETS

2600 | LEROY SCHUMACHER.| Matt  Shem AMVETS

2001 |TtM PuTmaN Fushin Fincchorn  |AMVETS

A
2002|GLeN WEIREH  |Supwn CRABLE |AMVETS

2003 |Lov PoPPovicd | BROCK HYMES ® | AMVETS
2604 [(VILBUR ARNOLD| FAVL PrIBICH | AMVETS
005 | Jer WiLzoN | TROY EWIS AMVETS

200 | BILL DoRMAN ¢ |FRIAN @_@BLE ¢| AMVETS

TR
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PRESIDENT “é_ﬁﬁ“d‘;;s
 LINDA WAECHTER |COREY HILDRETI-\— '
2068 J EFFTuoﬁMBERRY cooPEP- VAN
_3"""' JASON BYERS Bo Grunder
2616 | Tod d Schoma che i Clay to n /Waz‘t‘o;
f‘o“ Ro n Swa.r:'l'; /OJ 5 e, 7 pTS
2011 | Ray JesKe i%mJ -
@ Mel  Meprtang LYRON \E\ g@\\
200 | Jef ¢ B,a,c,g@r‘ J % éméﬁ’f’//

Ron Thovn bevry
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Bi” Brown__

i Aus f-f . j@]ﬂ\s/{/

Matt Keller
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PRESIPENT - DoA) SANDISON g6

QUARTERBACK CLUB

The second olde

. st adult boost i

regime of Chuck Mat er group is the Quarterback Club ' ;

during football szazii aﬁ head coach, This group meets at 1uﬁcgr§i2;;e?go§§;3‘ ng the

end of the season it has ?ﬂ:;ﬁ 4 Tegoit from the ccach and replays the game J‘lt the
. ers o h - e ¢

current president of this club is Don gazgigois puests at a special 1inchacn. The

PRESIDENT JUNI SIBER. |

HARD-NOSE — Graydon Eck-
ard, Massillon Tiger wingback-

has been given
 the Touchdown club’s first an- !
. nual hard-nose award. Eckaid,
I a 5-foot-8, 156-pound senior, !
‘ earned the prize -on the basis |
' of his tenacity of play. A panel
of Touchdown club members
chose a weekly winner during
the season and made their fi-
' nal choice from among these
' poys. Eckard has received a
| trophy and will have his pic- ¢
ture placed on a hig sign in
the Bengals’ dressing room at
Tiger stadium. [:ckard earlier
was named recipient of the
Tiger Suleliners’ citizen athlet-

ic award.

cornerback,
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SPURRING ON THE TIGERS — The two pictures above show that Bengal booste

begun efforts to help the Washington high school foothall team to lgounce balc‘ic ht;‘gg asg::c?tf
The top picture shows-a group of players practicing under a Tiger Booster club banner signifying'
1963 as the “Comehack Year.” Assistant Coach Nick Vrotsos is far right. The Touchdown club has
initiated a “Hard Nose” award. The trophy in the center of the board, hanging in the stadium
dressing room, will go to the winner and his picture will be put in the first frame on the left
Senior tackles Steve Tarle (left) and Tom Miller eye the sign. The Touchdown club will meet
Monday noons at Padula’s restaurant starting next Monday. The Booster club will meet Monday

nights at the high school auditorium, also starting next Monday.
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TOUCHDOWN CLUB

The second oldest adult booster group is the Touchdown Clubs, organized during the
regime of Chuck Mather as head ccach. This group meets at lunch every Monday during

football zeason. hears a report from the coach and replays the pame. At the end of
the season it has msmbers of the team as guests at a special luncheon. The current
president of this club is D. C. Steele. DDS.

PRESI\DENT Tom RANP |q65

SRy ashington “high schoo
e e NP whitfield. (Ceﬂter)lu%fﬁgfdﬁ%gé award. Shown with
T TOUGHEST TIGER — Dgtapia D0t the Tf‘i%hgi?a'%qan e and, {his year’s prest
THE T gonday winne’ ident of the ' jous winners o
T o was namec MO O Goavdon Eekard, (106 preves
him are Dr. T E - Mulhbach t Staff Photo
i il e Joht N g penaertt S

3 113 e T e b b

the award, 1 e M =
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'nmpm "FOR A‘="f}UGllIE — Ron Lrﬂe Washmgton hwl
football co-captain and linebacker (center), receives the
Taounchdown club’s ”md Nose” 3ward from club President |
Don Rinehart (left) ﬁt Monday noon’s
of the season, held at the Massillon club. Looking on is the
club’s 1963 presi(?azni.,, Joe Zeglen. 1 Ertle is a candidate for All-
(independent Staff Ph{ltO)

Ohio honors.

s final TD club session ‘
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"0’ e 3 : :

dent Joe Zeglen.-klng-on is ‘Andrew Hrivnak, jr, pre

—ANOTHER WHITFIELD WINNER — George Whitfield, senior,
. co-captain, linebacker and q

gers, Monday was named Wl - Tou
Club Hard Nose award. Miking the presentation is Presi-

uick ‘guard for the Massillon Ti-  elect: Whitfield’s brother, Dave, now a junior defensi
winner of the arnual Touchdown ‘&t Ohio State university, won the’awar din 1965.

(Independent Staff

:
e
<

| The Massillon Tou_chdawn
club, organized here during Lhe.;
coaching period of Char‘%ﬁji
«Chuck” Matber (19&8—53). n:
hold its first meeting of .d!f.-
football seasoD Monday poon 2 k
the Massilion club.

~ Ten meetings will be held by
the club with the last scheduled !
IMonday, Nov. 11, after the Me-|!
Kinley game. R
| Head Coach Bob Semap-'ﬂli’
\be present at each meeting tni‘
tupcommg. ing oppovent. All mee
iings will stast at noon and com;
[dudepmm at 1 pm |
| Touchdown club membership 1

iDues are $3 a year. Joe Zeglen
i;s_thewpesid&ldtlt-e C@b-g,

1968
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Sideliners, TD club |
help the Bengals |

By CHUCK HESS, JR. . i

They may not be as old as the Tiger Booster club, but the:
Tiger Sideliners club and Tiger Touchdown club are just as
|important in aiding the Bengals. .
; Dr. Lee Tressel, now athletic director of Baldwin-Wallace
‘college, was instrumental in getting the Sideliners started ini
'his tenure as head coach of the Washington high grid team in|
1956 and '57. This is the club that gets into direct contact with!
the players.
Each active member is assign-
ed a player to buddy with dur-
ing the season. Each week, on Dr. George Swan, a local sur-
the night hefore the game, thegeon, is the club’s chief for the

players and sideliners have din-|1968 seasen.
ner at Massillon American Le- The Touchdown club meets on

gion Post 221. Monday noon to hear a report on
UNTIL LAST year, a movie at|the previous game and the up-
either the Lincoln or Weslin|coming contest. The group is
theater followed the meal. But primarily for those unable to
Coach Bob Seaman started a make the Tiger Booster club’s
new practice in 1967 of obtain- Monday night sessions and was
ing highlights films of college started during Chuck Mather’s
and professional teams to show coaching years here (1948-'53).
at the Sideliners’ meetings. AT THE END of the season,
| Each Sideliner greets his play- the Touchdown club holds a
er before and after each game,|luncheon for coaches and play-
i{If any problems arise, the Side-|€rs and presents the Hardnose
liner tries to act as counselor|award to a player. To earn this;
{for the player. i |citation, a. ‘Tiger: gridder must!
The club also presents an(bé adjudged the toughest bat-i

award at the end of each season. tler on the team. . ;
lKnown as the Tiger Citizen Ath:| Joe Zeglen is handling thei,
Hlete’ Award, the honor is given|chief executive's chores for thei
¢to the player who best exempli- club this season. j

fies the Tiger tradition. \

> prec
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Tigers

aided by three

booster organizalions

As the late summer and car
Iy fall approach, thiee specig)
clubs swing ita action to aid
the Washinzton high  foothall
program. They are the Tiger
Booster club, Tiger Sideliners
.and Tiger Touchdown club.
~ The Tiger Booster club is the
original. Many other schools in
the country have patierncd
_their booster units after (he
ilocal one founded in 1934, Iy
was the brainchild of the late
Karl Young, then a member
of the board of education.

* ok %

YOUNG WANTED 2 group
to which the then Coach Paul
Brown could talk directly and
explain his type of play. Brown
ha('i been severely criteized for
lo_smg to arch-rival Canton Me-
Kinley in his first two vyears
here,

The man who founded both
the Cleveland Browns and Cin.
cinnati Bengals amplified the
original purpose of the Tiger

Booster club, asking members’

P,
" w v
RON WRIGHT is this vear's
iprosident while Wilbur Arnaold
15 vice president, Wayne Spees,
seeretary, and Maurice Basher,|
Hreasnrer, '
The next oldest club is the
Touchdown unit, started dur-|

ing Mather's tenure. DBusiness-
men  unable to get to the
Booster club sessions on Mon-!
W [day night get their chance to
1 ‘hear the coach on Monday noon.
i !' On the ‘onday following the
$lend of the season, the club

:

‘holds a luncheon for players:

Civmt [;md coaches at which time the
desd Havdnose award is presenfed:
’g to a plaver. The trophy WHS:'
M foriginated in 1963 under Earle’
i Bruce’s regime, |
“ | Andrew Hrivnak is the presi-

wesiteny e this vear.
# ¢ & PUis . Membership fee is $3. i

W V. ARNOLD

8 lcommittee was formed,

’ vice president

to ard {eam members having' ¥ oK r
trouble getting food during thel DR, LEE TRESSEL, present}

depression, 1o provide “taxi”/athletic director and head pig-,
service to get plavers to theirlskin eoach at Baldwin-Wallace,
f(-nllo‘uv. started the Tiger Side-,

Promotion of Tiger foothall!liners in 1957. Members of this
has heen carried on thrnu;{h‘("”h act as “Big Brothers” lof
many means, including rallies,|foothall players with each mem-|
chattering of special trains and ber heing assigned a player forl

huses and passing oul fnmh:lllsi"“‘;l season. the: Eormak sl
iis year the form s

to all male bahies born in Mas.|
sillon hospitals, heen _changed by Coach Bobl
First president and still a Commings. In previous years,|
i F— Ithe group and players met each
member of the executive com-|,. ! A |
mittee — as are all past Fhursday night for .dmner. _
o5 a . The number of dinners has
presidents — is A, A, (ka)] d the d sohod
Ulrich, a retired vice president]cen cut s & Ay S“'_lu i
of Ohio Water Service Co. Dur- fm- ?“CS([‘“- Mem}]mIsf W1 ecgg!)
ing the regime of Chuck Math. l‘[-"i ‘_":5 ':””“ couple o ii thelt
er, in 1932, a junior oxvcutivo'lm'”': 0 college games w X
Saturday morning swims andl,
The club meets each Monday |, o luncheons after gradinglr
night during the season lr_a hm"|sos.~=inns have Becoms = packly
the coach and view movies 'ntl”f the program. Sunday dinners
preceding  games. llonﬂu‘rslllplm his Sideliner’s home-will be!
fee is $2, a vise m price of $1'3 toature for every gridder. |
to meot (he increase in ex * % % :
ONCE AGAIN the Tiger citi-
zen Athlete award will be pre-
sented after the season — at
the annual football banquet.
| Cost of memberships is $20
in order to defray transporta-
ton and dinner expenses.
| Dick Bordner is the 1969
Yoesident. )

967

homes.




PYTTRIT A

MR i 1) 5o i e o AU B s i
R - i .—-':)'»‘I!‘ e T2, L

o TULSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 196Y .

1Pat Mldgley — 69 .‘Hardnose’

Ohio grid championship
Tigers’ 1970 goal

/
”

‘P’irsl:}'ear Tiger Coach Bob

Commings and his staff havei
learned a lesson about the! O o.Present. I
young men who wear the f:nfnedi enmnee  prighasheg Tk
| year's seniors have set the pat.

darned touzh!™ he told the play-,

1469
Touvc 4 DOWAN

Massillon  Washington hi gh:
|

football colors. *
_ 'Ihcx ‘h."arnud that it is an
impossibility  for Tizertown's,
{;Jlbled Olblc to be buried—even
hOUgh it appeared his grave;
Cadlbcen dl'l‘g by the vaunted.
anton McKinley Bulldogs in!
:the finals a year ago. l
* k% !
'HOWEVER, COMMINGS and]
his staff have preached pride'
to the Tigers since last spring.
And, the stereotyped sermons
paid off last Saturday before;
plus-22,000 onlookers  at Can-?
lton‘s Fawcett stadium as Obiei

{was alive and kickin® as the Ii-
gers absorbed a heart-breaking. -

i

14.7 loss at the hands of the '

Bulldogs.
i “That football game was a'
complete fluke,” Commings as-|
serted Monday noon at the
iMassillon Touchdown club lun-
cheon at the Massillon Club. i
o] have only seen it happen!
!a few times that the teamt

which plaved the hardest didn’t
win,” he added to the audience
which included several of the!
gridders who played their
hearts out Saturday.

«yon made me a betler coach
and a better belicver In Mas-
sillon,” Commings said.

“1 publicly apologize because
I didn't think you were that!

several players."

tern for 1970—reclamation of
the Ohio scholastic  foothall
?hnmpionship which has rested
in Columbus for a fourth con-
secutive year.

BECAUSE OF the manner in!

which the 1969 Tigers .gave it!
their all, Commings said he has;
learned that a Massillon boy is
certainly unique. And, because
of the leadership such as Lhat:
provided by “Hardnose™ recipi-
ent Pat  Midgley, Commings'
told the seniors they will never’
be forgotten.

“You guys set the pattern,”

Commings told those who ex.
hausted their schoolboy foot
ball eligibility this autumn.

“] wish vou feel you're part
of it,” Commings told thi
year's departees.

Midgley, a starting guard
amplified the type of dedica
tion Commings demands wher
the 6-1, 200-pounder thanke:
‘his teammates and the Touci:
down club for the honor, ’

“Thanks! On behalf of m
iteammales." the bespectacler
\senior told the Touchdowners.

wa lot of boys had faith i
me, and [ had a iot of [aith &
State Rep. Richarid G. Reiche
was presented by ourgcil1g clu’
president Andrew Hrivnak, 1
as the ncw Touchdown prest

dent.

lronically.
ident of the T
in 1060 when the T
ed the coveted state ch
ship. ‘

“Next year wer
it served as Re
ural address.

Reichel was pres
joer Booster Clu
' jgers claim
ampion

e going to dr
ichel's inaug

e —

C_:H.)B

AP

PAT MIDGLEY

HARDNOSE™
WINNE R




e

mﬁ:’«r; B, o b ; ,. :
1969 ‘HARD AL L e i e £ SRS R ; i
NOSE’ — Senior guard Pat~Midgley (center) is congratulated by _outgoing Mas-"

~sillon Touchdown' . ;
¥ club President Andrew Hrivnak, jr, for bei ’
i . : . rivnak, jr, for being - sclected -as the club’s-1969..
Jm ose,,.,,,é.t_le.ft.m,StaLe_B.cp_.Blchard_G_.Remhel fext_vears.nresident, o l G
. — i PR i g * 7taff Photo! |___=__._-

|
U

s 1970 Hardnose

s0 is more

~ ] . ‘ l ’
5 y
Cardinal
’ L Tioers o al the Massillon elub. but it al
W hic head ison a Yea! Tigers hannel Ail ] Is
Z;I,IL :’vofnr;’;ffaf:if]ﬁ 10 Tiger Co-Captain Tom Cardinal. He was aw{nﬂc‘ﬂ the _ Touchdow! D
o;:g’= 1111211*(5311059 Award at the club’s annual award juncheon Monday. At left is outgoing TD chuh ‘
waidom Ricl‘wrd Reichel. the state representative. jncoming President i~ Richard Hardgrove o / |
First National Bank vice president.
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A TIGER TOUGHIE — Glen Weirich (center) Monday noon was named the hard-nose award
winner of the Massillon Touchdown club. Prese nting the award is Dick Hardgrove (right), 1971
club president; while Russ Clements, 1972 chief, looks on. Each week the club vetes on a hard-
nose with the player receiving the most votes fo r the season clected. The club’s final session for

1971 was held at the Massillon Club. ‘Independent Staff Photo)

Weirich 1s Hard-Nose

By CHUCK HESS, JR any of my three years hoar:'sldtvnu_nt when he commented,
A two-way tackle whom Coach That was the forte of this team' “These guys expanded on a leg-
Bob Commings called one of the — guts!” acy, coming hack in the best
best the Massillon Tigers have In reviewing last Saturday’s Massillon (radition. This feam
had in some time is the 1971 29-6 triumph over Canton Mc- was as good as anv slale cham-
Tiger Touchdown Club Ilard-jKilﬁC.\'- Commings  enthused. pionship team vowll find vear
‘Nose award winner. “That gets betler every min- in and vear out.” :
Glen Weirich, a 5-11, 226-jute! It was the consistency wilh| The skipper revealed that Me-
pound senior, was presented his!which we did it, T knew wcul\mle\ fullback Artis Zachary,
trophy by Commings at the were stronger and tougher. Wechad received a contusion of the]
final club session for the sea- didn’t do anything too fancy,!liver Saturday and that the Me-*
son held Monday at the Massil-'but the way we kicked fellows' Kinley team doclor had told:
lon Club. Several team mem- oul of there was something. It'Coach John Brideweser later
hers were luncheon guesis. was a greal way to end a sea-'thal a couple of more blows
ANOTHER PRESENTATION son.” would have been falal.
was made to Carl (Ducky) Hardgrove had welcomed! BECAUSE THE Tigers came
Schroeder, veleran assistant what the Touchdown club feels back for a TD right after theo
coach, who retired last sum-'is the greatest football team in|Bulldogs’ score — as many Mas-1
mer at 23 vears. Dick Hard- the state and remarked, “We/sillon teams have done — Com-i
srove. Touchdown president, didn't bring the championship. mings believes Zachary's lifex
made “The Duck” a lifetime back, but to witness you bovqluaq probably saved. If the Ti-j
member. coming bhack from those two de- gers had not come roaring hack,
In presenting Weirich his feats meant a Iot. Boys in lhechKmlcv would have had “f
award. Commings said. “T agree future will look to the example have played its familiar powel
with Hardzrove that there were you've set. Everybody is very game with Zachary i 1
a ot of outstanding players this proud of the job vou've done” = Comminas then introducec
more hard noses than in  Commings veferred to  the team members on hand.

1471
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Danay (center), is presented trie Tiger Touchdown Club’s Hard Nose
v eand by President Diclk Brunn (right? Looking on is 1974 President, the Rev. Robert Hoover, pastor
Award by Preside rd was presented at the TD Club's final meeting of the year,

of Central Presbyterian Church. The awa
Monday noon at the Massilion 9. |
2y —

YINS AN AWARD e Ch;qr!cs

TLND £




“‘SS\\ "THE BEST KNOWN NAME IN SCHOLASTIC FOO‘TBALL" 66@&
. e T Tigers’ dump

President
Robert P. Hoover

Past President
Robert Williams ; r
Seeretary-Treasurel en O o '

Chuck Shuff .
Head Coach & e ied ‘I . MENTOR—2
Athletic Director OO Mass. Men. LR e Oilrapant

W.H.S. First downs - Tackles — McDonald, Oldag.
e A ik rushing 14572 Feasline, Tripepl.
First downs - Guards — ‘Fox, Cowdrick,
passing o 3 lvolenik, Harriger, Rascoe.
First downs - Centers — P. Wargo, Scully:
alties YR | Gregor.
Total first downs IV & Quarterbacks —  Yutzy.
Yards gained McCallum, Kozlovich. -
- rushing 2w 75 Halibacks — Dulka, D. Peters,
- 3 * *x Yard lost g Lach, Wargo, McGrath, J. Dulka.
. rushing n 3N Palla, D. Wargo.
§ ‘Met yards MASSILLON—20
gained rushing 5 4 Ends — Bammeriin Matle,
Net yards . Laase,  Conley,  Chovan
gained passing ‘0 - ® Eberhardt, Arner.
79:::;""“ ot “” Tackles — Mike Llu.::r&
asses copted Guards — Schumacher
1975 Football Schedule by ! 0 0 Christoff, Toles, Hauser, RamseY.
WASS, OPP. Yardage on Centers — Nagle, Brand.
ol ) passes infercepted 0 O Quarterbacks — Keller, Smith:

Sep. §-Mentor oo e Kickotf average : Traylor.

Nordenia 17, Bedford 0. (yards) 533.2 1-47.0 Haltbacks — T. Grizzard.

Sop.12 - Nerdomla oo cpc Tk e . Kickoft returns Harper, Ellls, Lash, Lab, K.

Atlillnclnnl‘ﬂ St. Xavier 9, Upper n}:m-lr-p : 271 N H;ﬂ?'c:h wt'm'"' :”‘l"{'"'mun
A Arfmgton  ...... rlington é. ' 2 vilbacks — B. Harmon:
Sop.19 Ill’lllf"cm:" ,N”,,n: warren Howland & o » J:'lrdll 4-33.5 6201 Domv';rA Grlzurc,l. o L
'.,.2'.'"'. sl Ryl H:: I"lhll"ﬂln:‘ gt e m.mullm ! (K.l: : a
o . Be lotin® ..... oeo0e [ d en.-Safety L] arman
Oct. § - Cleve. Ben 18, Ashtabula ¢ L;ﬁ:mnm ate. e tackie In :grd zone): ! MI'ST.-.S;H
’t-m ............ 1 £ rmon run { ] i
Ml.'lt le D‘?nlb'j.'frcf.'l Colonel White 26, Y“" s ‘-’: ‘-}; M:ll—-'- Harmon 28 m (Tom
g, L ards pena Grizzard run); AMass-B armon
Oct. 17 - Dayton Col White \Warren Harding 27, Clevaland John Tem‘:'hheilms e 4 run (run ul‘llt:!- Wt
...... . Adams LS . rushing - Officlals: e "]

Oct. 24 - Warren Harding 8, Akron Eset 7. Tc::fal 'mmbor ay’ o ies Davll.;_ IUmpln -—‘l‘llv Dll’;rn:l,-
T g (e W i , Canton f plays Head Linesman — Sam asli
Oct. 31 - Alliance m:m:";"“ Mooney 22, CATICT. Tofal time - Field Judge — Octavio Sirgo:
8 - at Canton MEK® coooe e jLs _of possession 25:26 22:34 pack Judge — LaVerne Haldet.

Mov. 8- grem P == Attendance: 11.414.

TIES MASS, OPE,

Hmm
; ] 2:00 .
l _::-’—_:_21::5""'# GAMES WON w

RECORD
(1894—1931) 246 148 81 % 4,099 1,840

Ly HISTORY

-------------- e LR I _3gs .53 15 2,742 2.94%
- TOTAL 679 c13 134 32 16,841 4,762
TOTAL ATTENDENCE SINCE 1932 -  5,260,48]




No. Name Class Pos. Ht.
10 FRANK EMMERT—Ir. ____SB 58
11 DAVE SMITH—Sr. ______ aB ¢0
12 BRET TRAYLOR—Ir. _____ aB 50
13 MARK SMITH—Ir. ______ aB 54
14 GLENN ARNER—Sr. ______ TE 61
.5 TODD KELLER—Sr. ______ as 60
16 RON HYKES—Sr. _______ s 58
20 DON STEWART—Sr. _____ m 51
21 DAVE WARTHEN—Ir. ___WB 58
22 BILL HENDERSON—Ir. ___SB 57
23 GREG SHILLING—Sr. ____SE &1
24 VAN JONES—Ir. _______ WB 510
25 WILLIE CONLEY—Sr. _____ SE 5§11
26 ED HUDSON—Sr., - _____ WB &0
27 DENNIS SIMPSON—Sr. ___TB 511
28 DAVID BYELENE—Sr. ____SB 59
30 JAY HARPER—Ir. _______ B 55
31 BRAD McBRIDE—Sr. ____WB 58
32 BILL HARMON—Sr. ____. FB 61
33 JEFF LAB—Sr. _________ WB 61
34 PETE KILLINS—IJr. ______TB 58
35 ANTHONY GRIZZARD—Ir. FB 5-10
36 JOHN WAAS—Ir. _______ FB 58
37 TODD ELLIS—Sr. _______ WB 5-10
38 RICK CHOVAN—Jr. ______ SE 58
39 ALLAN ROGERS—Sr. ____WB 58

Wt.
159
167
158
129
173
]
135
151
150
153
184
148
173
197
172
153
147
183
237
197
185
163
159
167
155
151

40
L)
42
LX)
L
43
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
33
54
55
36
57
8
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

AT N err A AN U AN MR L ST R
URHEA R VAT A LR | e

Name Class Pos.
NEAL ELASKY—Ir. ______SE
ROBERT BUTTERFIELD—Sr. SE
JOHN PARSON—IJr, ______ TB
KEITH HARMON—Sr. ____WB
HAROLD DORSEY—Sr. ___FB
TOM GRIZZARD—Sr. _____ TB
MIKE MARTIN—Sr. _____ WB
FRANK SZASZ—Ir. FB
MIKE HARDWICK—Jr, ____SB
MARK HICKEY—Jr. ___ SE
MIKE SOWARDS—Ir, G
GARY BORDER—Jr. c
GREG MITCHEAL—Sr. H
DAN NAGLE—Sr. . _ (H
TOM BRAND—Sr., . &
DAN FARLEY—Ir. SE
DON ENGLEHARDT—Ir. __ C
MIKE RICKER—Sr. G
GARY KING—Sr. __ G
MIKE BETZ—Jr. ]
ROBERT BOERNER—Jr. __ 6

TODD SCHUMACHER-Sr._ &

CARL CHRISTOFF—Sr. __._6
DAVID BAUS—Ir. _______. G
MARK LAUBER—Ir. _______ T

MIKE BETTILYON—Sr. ____6

Ht.

510
3-10
511
6-2
511
311
-6
a8
-8
3-8
36
a-11
510
511
51
57
5-8
58
58
58
310
511
3-8
58
80
56

Wt.

166
145

184

185

188

115

151

155
158

138
152
182
in
232
180
142
155
151
162
185
174
200
172
158
188
172

RGeS
i 'J"‘."."‘?:!"l J}.{{"{E gjra{'f}‘{l':'.‘ LAl l;t- 1%

No.
66

67

68

m

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
a8
89

a
92

Name Class Pos.
MIKE RAMSEY—Ir. _______ G
JOHN HAUSER—IJr. _______ [
ENZO FATIGATI—Sr. _____ @
PAT RINDER—Sr. ________ ]
ED GENET—Sr. ________ T
SYLVESTER DROBMEY—Sr. T
JESS TOLES—Ir, ________ FB
RICK BAUGHMAN—Ir. ____T
STEVE EASTER—Sr. ______ T
MIKE LAUBER—Sr. ______. T
ROBERT DENNISON—Ir. __ T
TIM TOURNEY—Ir. _______ T
BoN STOLTE—Ir. _____WB
CHARLES EBERHARDT—Sr. TE
MARK MATIE—Sr. _______ TE
KEVIN SMITH—Jr. ______. TE
RANDY LASH—IJr. ______. SB
MIKE JONES—Ir. ______ TE
KEN MOON—Ir. ________ TE
WILLIAMBAMMERLIN—Sr. SE
RANDY LAASE—Ir. ______ TE
HAROLD KELLER—Ir. ____SE
JAMES SMITH—Jr. ______SE
TERRY JONES—Sr. ______ TE
RICK LATHAM—Ir. _____ SE

Ht.
57
510
3-8
58
6-1
6-1
510
a-10
6-1
511
510
6-2
56
6-0
6-0
511
57
5-10
511

6-2

6-5

L

510

511

51

Wt.

185
183
176
162
201
216
192
217
203
207
192
265
144
190
225
155
150
171
174
167
203
134
141
176
168




_overail
weekly by the club members, Tt reason why.
marked the first time that the v _
«] KNOW at this stage of the

fullback and defensiv
sive tackle Bill Harmon were winners v rmon, Haro
ill H'J on were named co-winne Hoo er, ClUb president OOd 0 Id
,. Wood, Ha , H Bostic, club

of the Ti )
iger Hardnose Award Monday at the Tiger Touchdown Club Presi

Wood, Harmon |

Senior quarterback Greg awards could be made.

wood and junior fullback and  “I'm still flyi i ;
¢ c m still flyin hi h
defensive tackle Bill Harmon McKinley \ﬁc\.}tor%:]“gShg;Ems;?; l'

were named co-winners of the “I.just couldn't beli

! liev

Tiger Hardnose Awards at the “team pirforrl;:eegm :;?{—
Monday's luncheon of the Tiger Saturday. It “almost seemed

Touchdown Club held at thesupernatural. - ,
Massillon Club. : ~ wWe've made an awful lot of
The two were selected from progress. Weé never quit " and
tabulations made these senior sitting here are the

voting resulted in 3 tie.
" - game that weTe. a5 good “as

TIGER COACH Chuck Shuff - anybody in the state.”
gaid the two were Very Shuff attended, the State
deserving of the awards and he  Class AAA semi-final playoffs
caid he was rlad he didn't have in Columbus Jast Saturday and
to make the decision. caid e was very impressed

.qp's very difficult 1o sngle  with what he saw. although he
out individuals pspecially with felt the TiRers could thﬂpetf
this team,” shuff pointed out.. with any of the tearns on the
e so many field.

onored Monday

Philadelp :

phia before ettin

d ¢ g g Golden Bea wned

own to serious football. The __ Quakers 27-7.rs dq ed the -

dent-elect and Coach Chuck Shuff. (Independent Staff Photo)

“hecause WC hav
fellows who contributed so awe have 2 very goo_d
much. It was 3 team - effort.” conference reprcscntative in
shuff cited Thee lemon, warren Harding.” he pointed
senior tight end and monster out. “fCincinna‘ti) hli'oeller had
pback, who wah sclpcted the an excellent team. Harding
team's Most valuable Player won on-10. _ :
by his own tcammates - - - 8 Shuff felt Uppel Arlington
around’’ with New

method by which he wished all «toyed

|A74-

T EE——




Gene Boerner, left, club rsdet, presents the award. John
Muhlbach Jr., 1976 Booster Club p;esident-. looks on.

a1

HARDNOE AWARD winner of the Tieuchdow lub is
Anthony Grizzard, Washington High School monsterback.

I
X
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By ROLAND A. DREUSSI
Independent Sports Editor
Massillon  Tiger  middle

cuard Carl Dorsev received
~Lhe—annual__Hard-Nose_

\ward  presented by the
Massillon Touchdown Club

al a noon luncheon Monday |

downtown at the Massillon
Club .
CDorsey. a0 senior, was
named hneman ol the week
seven times during the past
sceason He was also coocap-
Laom cwith T Danielsy for
the Mekimley pame

“TONY GRIZZARD won it

f‘lI'A'RD-N()SE Award
-Juhn Muhlbach ( left)
c¢lub's annual awar

_toevery pame this vear,”

winner-Carl Dorsey
and Mike Keyes (rig
d al a noon lunch

last  vear.” Dorsey said,
“and I told him then that |
Was going to win it this vear.
I thought about that going in-

Touchdown Club President
John Muhlbach introduced
next vear's president, Mike
Keves. and Tiger associate
head coach Nick  Vrotsos
who was subbing for head

coach Mike Currence vwho s’
in Columbus tor an athletic

director's meetimgs,

Vrotsos complimented the
team for its fine job against
Canton McKinley on Nov. 12
when the Tigers routed the

orsey

Al

favored Bullg)gs 21-0 in Can-
ton. _
“ ] think this toatball team.
in the MeKinley game. did as
fine-a-job as any Tiger team
['ve coached with.” Vrotsos
said.

“Iowas a super toothall
game. We just took 1t Lo them.
and beat them at their own
pame. The Kids said o we
had o dryv ball we could
throw 1t and cateh 1t and
that's just what we did. ™

The varsity toothall team.,
which  attended  the 7 lun-
cheon, was also introduced.

s

w

pOSOS

ilh outgoing Touchd i
(). president for next year. Dorsey received ihe
con Monday al (he Massillon Club.

(Tndanandant Qaff Phgg

own Club president. \Q77
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Senior wins Hardnose Award

= ',..J...-a:.

1978

- TD Club honors Cleveland

By ROLLIE DREUSSI
: lndependent Sports Editor

Back in August, Massillon
Tiger head football coach
Mike Currence switched
Dick Cleveland — a two-
year starter— from fullback
to lmebacke{l

Currence hoped Cleveland

| would be able to solidify the-

defense and provide leader-
ship for the mexperlenced

unit.

The defense, with

Cleveland as its catalyst,.

. responded by allowing just
| 37 points and helping out the
offense by scoring four

PP lowns.
" __day, the hard-hitting
®Cleveland reaped the
benefit of his efforts by win-

' ning the Hardnose ‘Award
from the Massillon

. Touchdown Club.

_ The competition for the
award was keen, but
Cleveland — the team’s only

' three-year starter — was

cited | for ‘‘making the
tremendous change} over to
defense to give leadership
there " according to Mike
Keyes, Touchdown Club

president. A
- Also, Cleveland topped off
his stellar career with an

" outstanding_13-tackle per:
formance in the Tlgers

13-10 win over Canton
McKinley.

““I'd like to .thank
everyone on the team lor
making this . possible,”
Cleveland said in accepting
the award. ‘‘And especially
coach (Currence) for put-
ting up with me for three
years,” he added as he
shook Mike Currence’s
hand. ‘

Currence adressed the.

Monday ' at ‘the annual

Cleveland a sen!

ior | llnebacker‘

junior and senior football
players and the members of
the Touchdown Club at the
luncheon at the Massillon-
Club.

“I'm very proud of this
senior class. They're the
finest group of men I've
been associated with. Their
spirit and determination
we:('je just tremendous,” he
said.

Currence noted that the

<Massﬂlo'n Tlger chk
luncheon.

HARIl)and l‘?o%s the Hardnose Award trophy he received ;
g Touchdown <Clu  Preside
was awarded the trophy

team was inexperienced at
the beginning of the season.
They improved, however, as .
they played other teams
early in the season that were
also inexperienced.

“We went undefeated
(9-0-1), but I won’t forget
that 7-7 tie at Warren.
Maybe we can do something
about that next year down
here,”” he said.

“I also won’t forget the -

Canton McKinley game and
the job the seniors did. The
juniors did a good job, too
We’ll miss the seniors, but -
‘we hope the juniors will.give
us the same kind of deter- j
mination and hard work so
that maybe we’ll have no 1

blemishes on our \ret:ord
next year, and be able to

_earn aspot in the playoffs
(See TD — Page 12)
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WARD WINNER — Massillon Tiger middle guard Bob
n Club's Hardnose Award

Massillon Club. Simpson is

' HARDNOSE A

Simpson received the Massillon Touchdow
Monday at a luncheon for the team at the
shown here with his trophy and Tiger coac

J-_s.....ﬂ_,_“
R oo, ST T R T A,

WINNER — Massillon Tiger
far left, and Bill Troup, far

rignt, look on as Tiger middle guard Jeff Grove
L receives the Massillon Touchdown Club’s annual Hard-
"7 nose Award trophy from Bud Atwater. Troup, the

HARDNOSE AWARD
coach Mike Currence,

o

.president Dud_ Atwater, left, and o
right. Simpson a

h Mike Currence, 1880 TD Club

club’s incoming president and Atwater, th i
¢ y , the outgoin
president, made the presentation on behalf of the cluE

Wednesday, since Grove wa
awards luncheon was held Monday.

% A-V-‘-.

p president Jim Bryan,
has also been named_ he Tigers' MVP, is an All-Stark
d 1o the All-American Conference All-Star
' (Photo by Rollie Dreussi)

utgoing clu

County selection and was name
team. "’

s deer hunting when the

( Photo by Jack Worthington)
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A -HARDNOSE-AWARD-WI! —1

i “coach Mike Currence, far left, and Bill Troup, far -  president, made the presentation on behalf of the club
¥ right, Took ~on as Tiger middle guard Jeff Grove. -~ Wednesday, since Grove was deer hunting:when the
! receives the-Massillon Touchdown Club’s annual Hard- > _3!"?‘_‘9_5VIU“ChGQL‘Ei@—m,MOHdaY;—*-'-’ g L
;rEIlOSe Award trophy from. Bud Atwater: "I‘rou‘p; the . - = Y o (Phote by Ja!ck:Worthir}glon) .







HARDNOSE WINNER — M

linebacker Chris Splelman rece

Award from the Ma
luncheon at the Massillon Ci

Brothers Rick and Chris

1 Splelman have been named
weekly ‘winners of  the
nassillon Touchdown Club’s

~Hardnose _Award “for their

play in Saturday’s 9-6 loss to
(anton McKinley.

Rick, @ senlor, is the
Tigers' quarterback and
geored a ipuchdown against
the Pups Chris s 2

goph mort nnehacker.

assillon Tiger sophomore
ived the annual Hardnose

ssillon Touchdown Club Monday at &
ub. Splelman is shown here

‘_Tlr nn-'p' 1 1 A A ]
Hardnose Award winners

»

"ﬁ“ By ol ™

R. Spleiman C. Sp!@lméﬁ

TD Club president, and -

with Bud Sloan, left,
jelman s the first

Tiger coach Mike
underclassman to win th award

rrence. Sp
(Photo by Rollie Dreussi)
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~Codch” accepts. ovation y‘or or Tigers. ..

ce cre dlts-

"By MIKE HUDA‘( ‘
. Independent Sports Editor —
MASSILLON — Who was that fellow with :hc blg smx!c
waiting for the standing ovation to die"down at Monda}, s
- Touchdown Club Luncheon‘ar‘the Massilion Club7—
“Why,itwas Tiger he: ad coach Mlke Currence, Smllmg for
a number of reasons. P
" * The Tigers had just capped a perfect 10- O regular seca-
son beating archyrival Canton McKmIey in a %0 thnllLr
- The TlVPT“;_h.'Id ﬂQ‘iﬂ?fh‘mﬁ_r‘nvphrog Qf“r; 5‘3{3 ::‘%{hc :ti‘-tu.
playoffs “where they’ Il meet the Sandusky Blue Streaks”
" Saturday night at 7:30 at Paul Brown Tigér Stadium.
——-=-The last memories of lastyear's 7-3 fmrsh— I'nedxocre
—Aby—\iasslllon—stﬂndardrha&bccn'w‘lpcu dway

Currence at the club’s luncheon Monday. Spielman was
pielman is shown also named UPI All-Ohio linebacker and Currence Ohio

N Chris S
HARDNOSE AWARD winner b president Wayne
with, from left, 1983 Touchdown Clu 1; o coach Mike Coach of the Year Monday.  (Photo by Mike Hudak)

Spies, 1982 club president B cL Sloan

e EEEEEEEE——
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° gy INDEPENDENTY

y's game withbaR ankle in-__
llpc_:_x:e:ady&o.go-against—the-

B2 .

. TUESDAY-NOVEMBER2.-19

R 1

e

terntt jg11gpeEEInEl

THE GRE_A_’I‘__EUMRK[N paid a visit to spired members of the crowd; manyof
“the Touchdown Club {unchcon Monday ~ whom commented that the talk com-
he Great Pumpkin. pared favorably with_the Rev. Bob__

,_aftcmoon._,_‘,‘_thn th fave
visits you the day after Halloween, 1t Hoover's Sunday- sermons-at Central ~

means good luck for all of November— - Presbyterian-Church—(The good Tt

especially saturdays!’ the heeded fl-, verendiwas strangely missing from his

gure told Tiger coach MikC.Cuxu:crl_cqj}}c-__,___l&'.p1C&U.un;:_l}c_nn,5camnl\iondny,1.:—m——_
fore leading the audience [ ¢ Tige: . (Photo by “Mike Hudak

cheer. The Great pumpkin’s visit in-
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TIGER COACH Mike Currence (center) is all smiles as he
talks to Booster Club president Gary Wilson (left) and
Touchdown Club president Bud Sloan at Monday’s meeting
of the Touchdown Club at the Massillon Club.

' z_ (Photo by Mike Hudak)
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Gruno captures laurel

as Tiger Hard Nose

P By STEVE DUNGJEN

5 Independent Sports Editor

| MASSILLON — For a hard nose, Tom Gruno admitted to

| having a case of the butterflies Monday. -

! Gruno, a senior fullback-defensive tackle for the Tiger
football team, was the recipient of the Touchdown Club’s
annual Hard Nose Award.

The trophy is voted on by members of the Touchdown
Club during the season. Gruno was presented his hardware
as the club served lunch to 37 Tiger team members at

Lincoln Theater. :
“It was a real surprise when he (TD Club president

ﬂWayne Spies) said my name I had butterflies in my stg—
mach,”” Gruno said while clutching his trophy. ‘‘My faceis

still kinda numb.” '
Probably as numb as the 218-pounder left opposing run-
ning backs and would-be tacklers during the season.
During Massillon's 9-1 season, Gruno had 54 tackles, 35
assists, two pressures of the quarterback and two fumble
recoveries on defense. '
Offensively, Gruno carrie
yards and one touchdown a

Sampsel. : . :
Gruno also handled most of the Tiger punting chores,

averaging 40 yards per boot. He also kicked off nine times
for an average of 49.9 yar_ds.

d the ball only 21 times for 82
s he alternated with Tim

A lot of people don’t really notice the blocking,”’ Gruno
said. “The fullback is like a third guard. I like to hit and
because I only weigh 218 pounds and go up against guys 280 |
or so you have to give 100 percent on the line.”

Gruno punished a plate of food with the verocity he would |
a running back on the field of play. But, then again, so did
all of the Tigers in attendance.

Because head coach Mike Currence was away ona week-
long alcohol intervention seminar, assistant coach Nick
Vrotsos took over duties at the speaker’s podium.

_ Vrotsos, the offensive coordinator in charge of guards
and centers, didn’t mix words when it came to assessing
this year’s group of Tigers. f

«I'd like to say this before I get started,” Vrotsos began,
“Fellas, I told you this before the McKinley game and
before our last game at (Paul Brown) Tiger Stadium that |
this is the best Massillon football team that we've hadinmy
26 years as a coach.” ‘

The Tigers finished fourth in their region of Division I,
missing a playoff berth by two spots..

Vrotsos, though, was undaunted by having to stay home
when the playoffs opened up last weekend.

“T really feel strongly about this football team; we're
probably two touchdowns better than anybody left in the
playoffs,’’ he said. Lo b

" .roM GRUNO
[l = Sem‘_o‘r‘ U
] : T - . " Tom c{mno’ s
: o . Massillon SEMO Lo rouch-
TOUCHDOW™ ngs ed Monday during tlf-award-.
second from right, W Tiger's Hard Nos i AIRNE

 |ndependent photo by Steve Dungjen

[} ) [ 5 ¥ &

winner. Gruno is flanked by current club president_
Wayne Spies, left, and offensive coordinator Nick Vrot-
sos, At fa It ncoming clgbpregidept ey £110%

3
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football presented Maqql
_ wnth a''laser beam gun

2 S

__fover\M\.Kmlcy

——

T By STEVE DUNGJEN
,,,__lndependent Sports Editor_ 4 2

0 thé nmth
meetmg of the Touchdown Club at-l;1ncolnwa~y Theatfc

b

w
-record over the Bulldogs, said. ‘It (the game) means to
much to us this’year.” .- - oo

Monday ‘He had good news.____ o ks by spimicin
- According tot the sinister Vadeg(aka Bob Hoover), Maq-

slllon 15 gomg to win Satur day s confrontatlon w:th McK’*‘m-

~leysat Fawcett Stadium.,. il

-i-yaderswhosaid he'sat conv
llon hcad ‘coach_ Mtkc Currence .

one he bmd that would repcl any

ca—

4

Bulldog.
iy hm is our bcabon

i

Lurrcncc saxd addm[,

that prac 'y

" defense, stacks its ‘deck on defense. The left side of ‘the '
Bulldog-lme is a formidable oné he said.: 5
Anchoqng the left side.of McKinley’ g.defensive’ front wnll

- "

Currence said McKmle A “which’ will: pc’f},ﬁent a- 5-2 slant-—ﬂ

l

“WL want toéndthe M:ason —_— lfwe have to end it—-—Wlth a’ .

in_over McKinley,” Currené, who-has-a-6-2- coaching——

erttothe !?Oc’d WaYS of T iger== e mammoth-Dale" Jackson; 4 6-(oot-4‘“230—pound ‘senior -

.end, and_senior. Anthony ch(.ullough (6-4, 230)._

_The _Tiger grid boss said opposmg those two- would sbe- a——

PR

worthy task for dnybody

-McCulIough makes_it_doubly-tough,

DEN1Q

(I\-f[cKmley) want.to force-you-to-go:left:
- ““They (McKinley) had some unfortunate losses " Cun:-
ence” noged“”'l‘hcy had some prohlems with-the Cathohc

“‘He (Jackscm) makes one side very dlfflcult to run*atand"“ i
hmaLd_J" ‘hey__.

5 5 'n..nuuw, wlnl.,u IHUBL UU

)

McKinley's three losses, commg_uLmﬂisr_four_wgeks

'DE?EM

& TohT ™

) —:—.‘ —were—to—Cmemnatl Moeller*(16-6 ):Youngs

U“ :6) and Cincinnati Elder (14-73

town- Ursuhne—*-

TUESDAY NOVEMBER1 1983

tu.(,s th:s wcck in preparduon for M
LlOSCd door variety.- -
..Currence said the wee
_year. ~Should-the Tigers- not-qu
.offs by some: unfortunate stroke-0
plnycr‘un havu-borhuhmg—to-alwa

- the blggestofthc,

hé-computer play:-
nts hxr,-r

k — m, usual

ahfy-to t
f fortune,. he wa

e
us, and in particul
o always remember..
f-we don't make the p
n a Tiger aniform.

dt’ our senijors, is to
* Currence said.
1dyoffs their-(the

" »The big thing fﬂr
~pave something to
SUThiS. could be, 1

genmrb) last game i -
- eWe're gomg to see > just r ‘how i well ! these_ y?julﬁgr;?;ir:d?:o
orm.” e is there.’ "Currence sal

FOI' he Chﬂllf«ng (.or.d,lnm\t’hc clash. -

McKmicy, which_ brmg:, a_6- 3 re

(,Kmlc,y wmlld bL of thc '

Ys_rememberm-rwwm—}cy’gammrfmlm =T
B

' The B“”dog'i have yleldcdjust 88 points; th:s year, and
areriding the.crest of a five: -game winning streak{mwhich "
they’ve outscored the opposition by-a wide 119-37 margin.

. Oh offense Currence said the players to watch for are -
quartérback Kevm 'Parrish (6-2,-192) and tailback Troy

Jenkins (5-9,.181), who has ‘gained more than1 OOOAyardsﬁ_

{h1s yearﬁm =
“Currencedid note that hlS Tlgens would enter the McKm-

sel,
__last week’s 38-0 win qver Youngstown Sou[:h with a-bruise
knee, is expected back for duty: John Franke is ‘at 90 per- *
. cent after rt’-'cov.rermg from an ankle injury.
«We've always had.some special, plays
“and we'll bring those off the shelye for t
them‘bﬂCk-afte!‘ﬂ Currence-saldf»m, - _;,.’f
. uBedtMCKnnley," he said at conclusmn of the meeting, .
' wthh was- flllcd -to. Capacny.u-—ﬂ—ﬁ-—————"—*"_ -

for McKmley.

T

he game and put -

_____..____————"'—--»




TBucubown QB

' . R , - ol == ., ‘ lndeponagnl_pho!o .by Stﬁq Dl;ng}on_
IE FORCE BE-WITH YyouU — Massillon head football 3‘“; in their Satyrday clash with arch-rival McKinley.
ader presented cyrrence with a Jaser-beam gun,
I Py

i 1 isitor during
ach Mike Currence.had an unexpected visitor B
' the-Touchdown-Club=—"~ -_guﬂranteed-to-repel..any'rBulldOB'a"ﬂCk:'

Jnday’s*‘“_'e‘eklrmeeting—toff _
.rth Vader,‘dropped i’ to wish the Tigers gri.f)ld—ff.)ir- N
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By STEVE DUNGJEN
Independent Sports Editor.
MASSILLON — Nick Vrotsos is
- the Massillon Tigers' offensive coor”
dinator, but Monday at
down Club meeting.-at Amvets the
59-year-old put on:a different hat.
Vrotsos filled in for head coach
Mike Currence, who, along with his
wife, Joan, was out of town due to the
death Friday of Joan's father. -
Currence left early Sunday-morm-

ing for Maryland, and is-expected

~back Wednesday.

Vrotsos, meanwhile, isn’t sure yet
if he’ll be returning-for his28th'sea-
son a$7a Tiger assistant football
coach. He said he would be retiring
as a mechanical drawing instructor
_at_Washington_High,S
have to wait until next
out if he can keep his €
tion. _ >
Monday, however, b
duties to attend to.
«] am the assista _
losses,”” Vrotsos began his address
to the Touchdown Club. “éftm_' look-
~ing-ar fhe statistics; weé probably
~should've ¢ared 2 littl

spring to find
paching posi-

e had other

nt in charge-of

the Touch- -

ending 17-6 setback
McKinley. - : : ;
~ Vrotsos said the Tigers were their.
own worst enemy in the Bulldog
loss, alluding to two plays in particu-
lar on offense. o et

to Canton_

The first was a double pass that’
fell incomplete despite an open re-
ceiver, and the other was the-McKin-
ley interception in the end zone just
before halftime. _ .

“I can still hear coach_ (Chuck)
Utterback telling Mike Scott if it’s
not there to throw the ball away,”
Vrotsos said of the interception-that-

- squelched what appeared to be a
* sure-fire scoring opportunity. “'I.

think if we had gotten on the board, it

chool, but will___would’ve psychologically-given.us.a-

‘big lift."”

Vratsos did admit the squad
wanted to run the ball more often,
but McKinley's early 14-0 lead
_seconds into the second half dictoted
the Tigers' acrial showing. Massli-
lon rushed just 22 times and passed a
single-game record 49 times.

*‘If 'we are going to shore up any-

e bettet,i;hed_thing.'_’..he,_said_about_the,off'-season.,
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By STEVE DUNGJEN .+ "My dad (John Henry) said il you
Independent Sports Editor . are an athlete you can play any-»
MASSILLON — Pete Johnson is _where,"" he sald."*It doesn’t rtrmm:rl
your typical Massillon Tiger line-. where I play, because I feel comfort-

t\ac.kcr e . R able at it.” - :
He's big, bad and mean. And not The 18-year-old served time as a

recessarily in that order of prefer- quarterback, split end and defen-
enee. ST T — sive back before finally settling inas
On the football fiekd, Johnson was 2 linebacker. And did he ever.

a standout. Short on words, he'slong During & game, Johnson never
(n action. stood, still. He was a whirlwind of

“The 6-foot-2, 187-pound senior led  activily before, during and after ev-
by—cxample.—Hc%ed—{hﬁTigerq—inr'cry-play.
tackles with 82, adding 21 assists, ‘ -

one pass knock down, one pass in-
teréeption and a'95-yard return of a
fumble for a touchdown. 25
Monday afternoon at the final |
meeting of the Touchdown Club at
~ Amvets, Johnson was, named this
vear's recipient of the Hard Nose
Award, a tribute that needs no real,
explanation. Last year's'winner was
Tom Gruno, now plsiy_ing_{o_[ Toledo
“miversity. R
Johnson.
hub of activ
ball, hence
The secC
_Johnson's moti
by a former T

Craig. )
At home we got a big trophy

case. He's got more than I do right
now,’" he said. Craig, a top runner
for Massillon last year who won a _
pair of state track titles, is currently
. a member of the Michigan State

University Spartans. ’

Johnson moved into the Washing-
t1an High School district as a sopho-
more from Canton Timken.

while his exploits as a top-notch
linebacker were well noted this fall,

Johnson is a virtuoso atany position.

suffice it to say, was a
ity. He had a nose for the
the award's name.

ond of three children,
vation'was provided -
iger — his brother,

trophy f
Nose Award winner

HARD NOSE AWARD WINNER — Massillon senior
Pete Johnson, second from left, proudly displays his
or being named the Touchdown Club's Hard ’

Monday. Flanking Johnson are

“{fa play came my way and [ mis-
sed it, I'd slap myself to get myself
ready for the next time they came at
me. [ wanted to be ready,” he said of
his repeated ‘head-slapping techni-
que. “It (the slapping) put me ina
hit mood and-it made me more
aggressive ' — — T T
* While his first year as a starter for
the Orange and Black was a memor-
able one, Johnson is also hoping to
play collegiate ball. 4

]

-

He's played most of them. .

———ing-football-season.”

And._ at _the_ralemc,s: going,he__himself. -

y npp.cars to be a sure-fire bet todoso. _
That family trophy case at home I3

’,

his inspiration to excel.

Joel Cunningharr was named as
the successor to Wayne Kyhos as the
TD Club's president for.the upcom-

The TD Club hosted nearly 50 foot-
ball-playing Tigers.for lunch, each
player standing up and introducing

 Independent photo by Steve Dunglen

from _left, head_‘Tiger football coach Mike Currence,
outgoing TD Club president Wayne Kyhos'and incom-
ing TD Club president Joel Cunningham.
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~By STEVE DOERSCHUK
Independent Sports | Editor.

—MASSTELON-—Washington
——ﬁhgh s—football—seasonJ is- over——dll

launcl"f‘therr-oﬁ—smon—condmﬂn-—-

ing program._ - e S
—““They‘ll‘all”bmn the welghrmﬁm—
—at 2-p.m-—-said-Maronto-whose-

first eumorruf'rl-re—'l’rgerrwenrﬁ—

20 hours ot 1t.
' .Yep,that's roughly t the Jength of

with wins over Barberton, Cle_ge-

the campaign that c0ncluded Satur-
day in Fawcett Stadium’ agamst'

.that team out east. . ~#

—ratenow from-the 1986~ kickoff
agamst Akron Buchtel.

_ Many_of the guys v who'll wear
orange-and- black in '86 will. have 20
“hours of preparanon inby the end of

Approxxmately 8,700 hour's sepa-'

land St. Joseph ) and Perry,-among-
others, and defeats to Akron Gar-
f1eld Austlntown Fitch and
,McKmley o

_ ““The-ones-in other sports--
Maronto continued, ‘‘will be lifting
between 2 and-3 every day regard- _
—less of what they're doing in other_
sports, except on game days in that

_thissweek. . ——
_ Monday at. hlS weekly autumn
“Touchdown_ Club-chat, Tiger, head
"Yoach John ‘Maronté was asked
when his” underclassmen will™

bIJU[I. ].Ildl c U.IC' WdyAWt:_UU_IL.__._._
Football John Maronto-style
appears to have survived a three-
.loss season-with -the honeymoen
""" maybenolonger fresh and exciting,—

— ne Crenshaw, center,
Tgl'ou ?:;:an Club’s Hardnose
TD jub official Wayne
igh head football coach
senior defensive tackle;
dona vote of the club members

Steve Doe u

vene each qufdag during faotball

da chatwith Maronto.
aid, “I'd like to thank my ‘parents, my

teammates an espacially God for mak- .
Maronto calls Crenshaw “one of

who con
~junchan

Crenshaw S
coaches, My
ing this possible

- - =T

In accepting empnrd. 1

Ohlo s premier Ilnemen
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TOUGH GUY — RMatt Swank, right, dispmyg the trophy
sresented to him Monday by the Massiilon Touchdown
Ciub In recognition of hie recelving the club’s "Hard-

nose Award.> Accempany

eed al

XI;\S\‘-@H,L{')N __The 1986 foothall season was a roller
coaster for Matt Swank.
In part, he controlled the

moercey of the vehicle. )

IFor his part, it was always “full speed ahead.' That
efiected Monday when the Massillon Touchdown
capped 1ts AULUMTITSCSS100S
with 1ts Hard-

ride. In part, he was at the

Club, which-meets weekly;
!‘;.-_;u‘vsumm;:lhp senior defensive hack
iose Award.___ ' _

nes the ride was herky jerky
pressure placed on the plaverswas too
k. a starter fop 723 tedins the past two

Sepmetns s
gnk the

by
L e . d . » ; ¥
£ eyt toy THC promt that 11 was strangc ,T‘(Hr}
. . .l‘.‘ ‘ ) r .
] ST LS R TR A ‘; [N kn(_‘\k' vou d p]{]v h’ﬂr ’
! T o TR L & e
IBRRER the v o MO h!.,‘_‘{.] P,ut 1.'“[! kness \‘)U
ou Knew youd BIE
et poing to heve e v o
werer- -"‘t}jllg: e At here was so much ot 1
crhat's the pressure | e point of fun. ™
that the goine went past Hit csuife

i a transfer from ¢;lenOak, said the pre
Sy Nk, o the J ' -
tor a toss. A )
A1l of the fans are great.
Vlat of phe H0F cprathe ather W

Che sind

inereased al
AN e A

W

{3t e HaS . \

e v st

e G e

ing the Massillon Tiger de-

" better

fensive back are, from left, W&nyr;é Sples of th fu

. o @ club,
-Tiger head coach John Maronto and Touchdown CEJQ
prosident elect Chuck Bryen. |

or Swari

Ej(:td:rzhm \"ka_ _Wl_fh the guys no matter what. Some
“Sometime: b Keasn dot
ing mme'{?‘i DC?PIE forget that we're just kids play-
F(::)\t]é;;!lz f'l]!i.‘I‘}gougfl.ehwank_descrihed his senior year of
otball as *'a great experience...__. .
We'had great unity as a team,” he said. ‘It was a
positive thing to be a part of that. And I really enjoyed-
p]n_yu}g for Coach (Br_:éndon) Oliver, the defensive
cnnrd;nator. He's a great coach. He motivated meina |
way no coach has before. And Coach (Jeff) Daviddida |
cood Job in his first .year as coach of the secondary.” t

Swank and._the rest.of the Tiger-players. Uﬁuwl
themselves at the final Touch;iown'.c‘!'gl};_mf NOQ;:;

‘he seniors will turn their-attention 5 college and va-
rious other plans, while the underclassmen focus on
off-season conditioning. g
swank said he wants ta piay college football, perhaps
at Michigan State or Miami. He runs 40 vards in 4 4
and he's a *"Hard Nose sohe hasa ha

i.‘!i“r!wr center i ,d({ Fopemeiar

“Meanwhile
s By




HAN . Steve Doerschuk/INDE
Prezgiﬁtp‘ Clt(l'nEufl? g SABDNOSE 5 Touchdown Club club’s Hardnose Award Monday. Head coach John
senith John Mme:yafn congratulates Massillon Tiger ~Maronto accompanied Miller and other Tiger players to
e e - _after-presenti _ with the _ the club’s final meeting of 1987 Monday.
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Eif%ﬁ“fkgf F«Og HARDNOSE — Touchdown Club club’s Hardnose Award Monday. Head coach John
Sresident Chuck Bryan congratulates Massillon Tiger ~ Maronto accompanied Miller and other Tiger players to

Pk |

By STEVE DOERSCHUK

Independent Sports Editor
John Miller ““played the hits' this
year at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium.
ark was dedicating a hit

to a4 running bacik. It was guaran-

teed 1o feave somebody’'s ecars

ringing.

Miller, No. 22 in your program,

changed channels this season. Hc
was the starting quartcr_back in
1986, He was a starting inside line-

backer 1n 1987 B .
Jt was a tough switch. The words

didn’t always rhyme. But y,ou knew
one thing John MI“G!’. uo(;;]dhal_
Ways make you under‘s‘tz:v”wiat
coaches mean when they say 'give

~lways kee

il e would alwaysxeep
110 percent H j always, he
try1ng

would p! .

The 1987 .
downz. ending with a
Some who prefer 1o rerl

jfs ups and
.4 record.

snior John Miller after preserting Miller with the

down Club

~ “Hard n«)ck:__was_his,only,slyle. e
His tradem

. U .
ups anbngc}usingonasmashhit
Miller made in a _56-14 win over
warren Harding. On the play, Mil-
ler exploded out of his linebacking

spot 10 tackle a Warren ballcarrier-

in the backfield. Sodevastating was
the charge that the ball popped
loose and into the arms of Jerome
KT}'riCkS- who sprinted 22 vards for
a touchdown.

Such plays were the motivation
behind a special tributé Miller re-
ceived Monday afternoon at
AMVETS Club, where he was pre-
cented with the Touchdown Club’s
Hardnost Award.

The award needs little explana-
vion. [t 1s what it says 1t 1s.

The Touchdown Club, which
meets each Monday during football
season. could have giventhe award
to any number of Tigers, Miller

sard.
1 wouldn't have wante

See MILLER — Page 11

d to have

the club’s final meeting of 1987 Monday.

to vote on this,"” said Miller, who
attended Monday's luncheon with
his teammates. "*1'l like to thank
{?rfcthothcr ‘lohguys on the dcfensa:.
out cach othe : 5T
oot s ther, none of us can
_ "'P'd like to wish the underclass-
men good Tuck nextyear.-Remem--
Somewhere along the line, it's pon-
na pay off for you." )
Head coach John Maronto con-
‘gratulated Miller and the entire
team for “showing a positive belief
in each other'"with hard work and
preparation at the base.

Football is not the end of the
school year for the players,”
Maronto said. "“It's the beginning of
a great future. There's one word to
dscribe this football team. The

word is ‘class.’ .
Touchdown Club President

Chuck Bryan conducted his final
meeting before turning over the
reins to 1988 president Gary Wilson.

ToLeHDBOWN
cLV®

1987

e ——



G:’ D “‘Hard to imagine...’
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y ; A - defense getting this
pMassillien Touch- imagine just one guy from our
= Trace Liggett, center, aﬁgﬁz :ii;?'lng the club’s sea- award,” he said. Liggett is beginning to arrlar;gebhis .
down Club’s Hard Nosen day at AMVETS Post 6. Lig-  college priorities. He Is expected to bg r%crtln :da ‘L :
gon-ending banguet Motain and all-county defensive. _number of NCAA Division | scheools. OnSa nl-:e invéol-
= - gett, the Tigers co—capl it by Coach Loe Owens and” ~plans to attend the Ohio State-Michigan g?‘ b
= tackle, Is flanked on his 12 ¥ “OT" (1ont Gary Wil umbus, one of the towns that might be In 1 S TOR
= ~—on his right by Touchdown Club  read aroundthe future. Last year's Hard Nose winner was John ; er,
oon. In accepting the award, LIggeft S o507 who saw extensive action In the Indiana Hoosiers

7 credit’™ e teammatesﬁfcéla ls %Sﬂ?g ahird for me to defensive backfield this past weekend.
7 t McKinley. '

| overtime win agains
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P HARWARE FOR-HARDNOSE — Se : At : : .
. - J po— nlorlinebacker ] dusti . > !
coach_Lee. . —president-for—1990—Club- e
NS Saiolnebcyr_presgr Lo 109 Cut rbers Sl
i H -at—

Cralg_‘[l:kﬂl],&ﬂd,h&ﬁ&i
ted to Turkal] T
rkalj Tuesday by the th&%end of the season: The elub conducted Its final
| gd Its fina

"Hardnose Award presen
Club. At left is Rollie Layfield, 1989 meeting Tuesday. -~

Massillon Touchdown
ins from Duane Knight as Club

who will take the re ST
Steve Dye schukANDE
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WELCOME TO THE CLUB — Brent Offenbecher (right),
secretary of the Massillon Tiger Touchdown Club, re-
views notes with fellows who will appear at some of the
club’s weekly meetings. They are, from left, defensive
coordinator Dan Boarman, co-captain Joe Pierce, and
head coach Lee Owens. The meetings, open to the
public, are at AMVETs Post 6. They have been switch-
ed to Tuesdays, beginning this coming Tuesday at

noon. Membership is $6. Lunches are available for
$3.25 and $4.25. Each week, Owens will review
videotaped highlights of the previous week's contest.
He will be accompanied by a Tiger coach and a Tiger
player or two. Offenbecher was an outstanding Massil-
lon quarterback in the late 1970s. He is manager at

Ameritrust. p‘ 8?
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‘Mr. Hardnose’

By STEVE DOERSCHUK
Independent Sports Editor

Eric Wright scored big at the Touchdown
Club Tuesday.

The junior inside linebacker for the Massil-
lon Tigers was presented the club’s Hardnose
Award, which honors the player who makes
the biggest hits and never backs down from
the roughest foes.

Wright led the '90 Ti-
gers with 103 tackles in his
second year as a starter.

Touchdown Club presi-
dent Rollie Layfield, clos-
ing up shop in the final
mecting of the year, said
it was only the second

time a junior has won the *“g
award. o Ry
“The other junior was
n} H 'y
Chris Spielman, —

Layfield noted.
Wright, like Spielman, started as a sopho-

more and was the Hardnose winner the next

year.

Wright thanked his teammates, coaches,

3, e H - T I - ‘hCl'.
ily and Sideliner Todd -bth.llnd(_ N
m‘lml:d 1 thank God for giving me the ability
ball,'” he said. .
IOII{]LE;{I coach Lee Owens teased Wright by
saying “Remember, Eric, Chris Spiclman
;lign’t x'vin the award asa senior (Tom Gruno

did).”
Spielm
though, ! !
juni senior. _
JLI!(])I:;I(;:?;I(is;;I?l overly worricd abnul anh&
putting in the kind of wurk'thm will be neede
his own.

for a big senior year of ! _
“[1e’s very coachable and he's a good stu

dent,”” Owens said of the 5-fuo.[—9,. 1?2:;70{111}:1
lightning bolt. “He's the UI']]y‘]UI]I(TI ufula
Massillon has had that we're awal‘e_o 'with
Wright attended thctTD Club meeting
r of teammates.
‘ ;][u;lsjle)gmed humbled by the t]:ib‘l’]tc, no
«1 thought a senior would gc_t it. y
Touchdown Club members vo

an didn’t exactly have an uff year,
making first team All-Ohio as a

ting,

for one
and the

Touchdown Club salutes Massillon’s
junior captain; Owens reviews 90

guy with the most cumulative votes wins in
ll‘]C end. Club members had plenty of favo-
rites.

Other nominees were Mark Murphy, Gary
Young, Scott Karrenbauer, Travis McGuire,
Chad Buckland, Brandon Turley, Dan Hack-
enbracht, Jason Woullard, Jeff Perry, Falan-
do Ashcraft, Ron Humphrey, Steve Brown,
Brent Bach, Mikle Martin, Chris Roth, Barry
Shertzer, Duane Scott, Brian Cole, Chad
Tharp, James McCullough, Tony DeLappi,
Jonathon Jones, Marc Stafford and Dan
Sciury.

As Owens summarized the season for the
Club, it was obvious he'd rather still be play-
ing. The Tigers wound up at 8-4, including a
1-1 record in the playoffs.

There was still disappointment over Satur-
day’s 27-7 regional final loss to Sandusky.

But he said there were some bright mo-
ments, too, that will be long remembered.

Owens said he and four players talked ab-
out the year as they rode to Channel 67 to tape
a TV show.

“They talked about some of the highlights
... about the big win over Stow, and how well
we played in that game,”’ he said.

“We talked about the trip to Cincinnati (a
win over Covington Catholic in the Buddy
L.aRosa Classic). Some of the players said
that may have been the best time they've had
in their lives.”

The pivotal 24-23 loss to Cincinnati Moeller,
naturally, came up.

““‘Jonathon Jones said he felt like someone
had ripped out his heart then stomped up and
down on it,” Owens said. “‘Another player
mentioned how it seemed like the ball was
floating through the air in slow motion as
Carlos Collins ran under it.”

Owens said the Tigers seemed extremely
fired up going into the Sandusky game. He
said some of the players commented, “We
just scemed to lose our intensity.

“We make no excuses. Sometimes things
happen and you can’t explain them. The thing
to do now is think about how we can do things
differently and better, and remember some
of the good experiences we had this year.

Hardnose award winner each week,

1‘/‘-'01'.

1 N3

1 o [

|40
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Brent Offenbecher
Touchdown Club
President

THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB
The Touchdown Club is a social group organized during
the coaching regime of Charles V. (Chuck) Mather. This
group meets each Tuesday during the footbail season
at 12 noon at the AMVETS Club. A total of eleven
meetings are held by this group, with the first taking place
on the Monday before the opening game. The final
meeting is held on the Monday following the annual
Canton- Massillon game at which time the senior Massillon
football players are guests of the club. Coach Owens
appears at each meeting and presents a run down on the
prior,week’'s game, as well as. an overview of the
upcoming opponent.

At the conclusion of the season, the Touchdown Club
selects the most valuable Tiger for the year and presents
the “Hard Nose Award" to that player

Touchdown Club Officers
Secretary - Ed Jordon




’

John Catlin
Touchdown Club
Chairman

1942

e

THE TOUGHDOWN GLUB

The Touchdown Club is a social group ordanized during the coaching regime of Charles
V. (Chuck) Mather. This group meets each Tuesday during the football season at 12 noon
at the AMVETS Club. A total of eleven meelings are held by this group, with the first
taking place on the Monday before the opening game. The final meeting is held on the
Monday following the annual Canton-Massillon game at which time the senior Massitlon
foothall players are guests of the club. Coach Rose appears at each meeting and presents
run down on the prior week’s game, as well as an overview of the upcoming opponent.

At the conclusion of the season. the Touchdown club selects the most valuable Tiger fur
the vear and presents the “Hard Nose Award” to that player.
Touchdown Club Officers

Secretary - Gary Vogl
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ger senior defensive lineman B.J P S R

: ’ s Yne was aw :

hdowTr Luncheon ciub’s Fardnose Award as voteda:)?weg i

members. payne was Q-Captain of the Tigers snid 3 y Its

defense that helped.Magsnlon toa 10-2 season d solidified a

state plavoffs. | : and a berth to the
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Former Tiger mentor Leo Strang made it to While the Tigers don't expect
the Touchdown Club and brought along former _ _to see much different from-what-
McKinley Bulldog boss Tony Ware. -has-worked for-the Bulldogs-all-
Strang pointed out the-Tigers and Pups played | season, Massillon ‘may have a-
twice when they were the coaches in 1963. few twists in ‘store for
“If we hadn't played twice that year, the-100th— McKinley. :
Massillon-McKinley game would be played = When-asked-by-a-TD-Club~
i3 there instead of here,”” Strang noted. mernber if the fans had seen the
| ‘Tigers entire -offensive pack-
L age, Rose laughed and said, “'I
TS -doubt-it=We’ll=have-some--

IR schemes for them." - e 52

THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB

The Touchdown Club is a social group organized during the coaching regime of Chatles
V. (Chuck) Mather. This group meets each Tuesday during the football season at 12 noon
at the AMVETS Club. A total of eleven meetings are held by this group, with the first
taking place on the Monday before the opening game. The final meeting is held on the
Monday following the annual Canton-Massillon game at which time the senior Massillor
football players are guests of the club. Coach Rose appears at each meeting and presents a
run down on the prior week’s game, as well as an overview of the upcoming opponent.

At the conclusion of the season, the Touchdown club selects the most valuable Tiger for

the year and presents the “Hard Nose Award” to that player.

— Touchdown Club Officers
Gary Vogt Secretary - Virg Edie
Touchdown Club
Chairman

1925

Fl

.. - This year, there’s more muscle to flex.
‘vJack Rose, who will begin his fourth season as -
> fiie Tigers’ head coach, drew 2 few ooohs and
" axahs from the gathering at the Touchdown Club -
* at the AMVETS, Tuesday afternoon. - .~
T "Massillon’g:offénisive’line averages about 245
© sounds. Rayen’s defénsive line averages about
- 210 pounds and most of that comes from 6-foot-1, -

. 310-pound sophomore Johr Rogers.

Cl }
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ctarting tai
and score

Hard Nose Award winner

Massillon Tiger
Club's Bob Commings Sr-Ha

Lf—'//’—'

s senior Co'fgfifai” X\iﬂﬂ‘r’ Turner (left) was presented with the Massi
: Qfgear\;fa_rd by Tigers assistant coach Bob Commings Ja5511“0n Touchdown
246 yards in 205 carries this season. He also caushfsixrﬁaljs"rsnerf Massilion s
es for 64 yards

lback, rushed for
hdowns in 1995.
Mark Rogers/INDE

d a total of 18 touc




Dennis Gibson
£l Touchdown Club

e
Chairman
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THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB

The Touchdown Club is a social group organized during the coaching regime of Charles
V. (Chuck) Mather. This group meets cach Tuesday during the football season at 12 noon
at the AMVETS Club. A total of cleven meetings are held by this group, with the first
taking place on the Monday before the opening game. The final meeting is held on the
Monday following the annual Canton-Massillon game at which time the senior Massillon
football players are guests of the club. Coach Rose appears at each meeting and presents a
run down on the prior week’s game, as well as an overview of the upcoming opponent.

At the conclusion of the season, the Touchdown club selects the most valuable Tiger for
the year and presents the “Hard Nose Award” to that player.

Touchdown Club Officers
Vice Chairman - Ron Williams
Secretary - Clarence Rambaud

1946




Brunsw ick imp resses-Massillon-boss—

. By JOE'SHAHEEN “They come off the ball well and run a power -

Ifigependent Sports Editor offense.’” Rose r ‘
. 134 . ) - y e _.‘ . .
If Massillon Tigers fans weren't convinced by "51'éh“d"a’i-‘é‘-*faﬂﬁgg;?%t%g—nté'%h?,y are very physic-
runswick’'s 10-0 record ﬁrﬁts 1995 }‘ubnnber-UP fin- Rose also noted Brunswick will blit? oft 3
Jack Rose probably made -of its 4-3 and 4-4 sets and has displayed‘a tffrlnd(é;‘r.llE

h to St. Ignatius, Ja _
th -his-scouting-report-on-the——ytg-bring more-than-one-player-when-it
: - ep-it-com-—

yme believers i - csillon Touchdown Club
. H on C ow : . ;

uesday at AMVETS. ] T, EEN ; %
«I'd compare them t0 the very good Austin- If the Tigers are to get another shot-at-McKi
shot-at-McKin—

vn Fitch teams of a4 few years back,” Rose ley, they hav . : !
1\idn. ‘They're getting that type of kid up therc. cvyeniné alllta:lfct%ﬁ?a%%f zllslgx'?lf business Saturday
NBrupswick is very quick defensivelyandthey ~ But the emotional demsty ti - -
t 1o the football in a bad humor. Like thosc Bulldogs is a concern to RGEE A of the lnss 16 the
‘od Fitch tcams, they are really relentless on The veteran mentor qecc;?ﬁ?s%g?\é]l)sf'sl"tiagg;a‘ '
fense. ' - ——5Essessiig the Fesiliency to- { 1gErs as
B ot s, i B B S S
] shorten the gamc by AeatlngdUP the game “We will pfay a very goo‘d foot’ballega}né

ol drives, - saturday,” Rose vowed. **‘We have a very gogg

ocl with extended, ball-contt
otball,”” Rose agreed. *'They'V€ had great suc-  bound-. W
'S5 at that.” ' . N reported-the-Tigers-re SR
Brunswick pl'obably'én]ade So-ll?e pEliexEns 0L hli{’gfceél c%ndict?og}-%m]gelb vemaifiT eEacien
pro ol ONle a convinet \ ’ e e e T—————E——
; own when it hdpded trongs  SEED l?m’mcmg No key personnel are expected to miss Satur-
3 defeat ]ast Friday night. Priortothatgame,  45y's regional semifinal game duce to iniury
1y team 10 handle strongsville was St. | , R '
c of _ Rosc points out his charges don't have the lux-
natius. Jponents something else to  ury of playing alesser foc in their playoff opener.
‘ 11 have to play a very good football

‘ve their Ol b .
Just to BIVE th ’ pI‘CDaration'S' the normally “We will nhd .
to the air and put gam¢ to win, Rose said.
th a perfectly ex-

for a touchdown.

' about in theit ;
l'lc‘)]ukn‘:il-bound Blue Devils took

ille gam
attern

; : ¢ away W)
ic Strongst that went

.uted post P
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By JOE SHAHEEN
Independent Sports Editor
NBC-TV's Bob Costas may think-the

~ two host famous words in sports dur-
ing the autumn season arc “Seventh
,game,”" but Ron Williams, chairman of
the. Massillon Touchdown "Club, said
" it's “Beat McKinley.” " - o0

. That's just what Jack '_'Rc-i'se_and;‘the

Tigers are” hoping to-do Saturday..at.
" Hall' of Fame Field at’Fawcett Stadi-
“um. and that's why Massillon didn't
show much in the way of an offensive ‘
e plan last Friday night against

‘Akron St. Vincent- Sk Mar_y\.‘ o

- . Rose told ;che;TD',,Club-one MéKir’;l‘e.y

" assistant lives in Massillon and video-"

tapes every Tigers game for the Bull-
~dogs_coaching staff to dissect the fol-

lowing day. Since 'the: Bulldogs and-
Fighting Irish.employ the same even-i-
_front ‘defense, Rose ‘was not about to

“tip his hand" as to: how he plans to
~attack. - . LN RGP G

adjective. - ;)

- “We'didn't show theni‘a darn thing, *
- Rose said, employing .a.r_nloré\‘_ colorful

Then-'the"sik.-yeaf Tiger_s ,r”l_)'_éritdr'g‘ot.i
down to reviewing McKinley’s many
“and varied sstrengths and its tenden- |

e

Rosé happy how Tigers didn’t
show Pups their plan of attack

cies., v T s

“They have a lot of.
weapons;” Rose con-'
ceded, “but we're mot.

éxactly chopped liver -
over here; - . &l*

““We will rise to the.
occasion  and play:a=
great game. -And-at §
p.m, - Saturday, you

‘will be proud of the.
~Massillon Tigers.". |
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Tigers linebacker Courtney
THerring in the days before the
100th pame. : o
Herving played that day and
helpedthe Tigers register a 42-
41 victory Jthat vaultedsthem
into the plavoffs, and stands

Tigers’ lﬂlle'ry is nursing twisted
ankle, much like star Terring
did vs Mekinley four vears ago

e greatestririumphseverT
McKinley Bulldogs. It sounds as if Moore’s

But Shepas told the Massillon__ankle is about as bad as
Cligers™Touchdown “Club on
Monday afternoon that Moore -
a fored at defensive end and an
improving tight end - is “doubt-
ul™ for the 105th meeting
between . the two storied high
school football rivals,

Prior to Shepas’ comments,
TH Club president Clarence

By JOE SHANEEN - with
Independent Sports Editor
ILither. Rick Shepas s doing

sonie pretgame posturing” or

the status of Massillon Tigers
two-way starter Ellery "Noore
has deteriorated since Friday
night's <lopsided victory over

Akron St Vincent-St Mary's,
Moore stffered a twisted

ankle in the second half of the

Tigers 35-7 victory over e

“Tending - showdown

ful day. -
The good news is if
Mdaore does play. he .
probably would only - {
have to goon defense. . K5
CThe Tigers expect to o
have Neil Buckosh
back=t tightend after-hesp
three weeks at less

todayv as one of the programis—

& .z;/
N
&

ent—lor83 yords.

says ‘his senior is back at fuf

strength this week. sak abad
“ ~The tight end-position-is-key
i Massillonls __short:

-\nas.uing—'gmi}c;mmnbi

_has _had. six recep-
_tions for 49 yards. in
- the _last _two_-pames-

” *during which the
Vs Tipers attack ha
’ finally begun to. hit
"'"‘]?% -7 on all cvlinderg
- Buckosh comes
————Saturdayv’s 4

down with six catches:

One.Tiger Wwho
up for McKinley is erstwhilel
starting  outside lincﬁvacker?;

will not_suit §

.2} & o -

inth. §.
Sshow--:

e

' ; o ; T N : il i Gos of the last
[rish  and left the  game. Rambaud evoked memories of ; - W ) )
Afterward, while standing on the 1994 Massillon-Mc¢Kinley  than ‘_;_‘_” }_I"&_‘LFL.”‘ with an
.- sy-——— hie——=told~——Fhe—showdmen-and-how-he—helped—tHipeethied njiry— -
crutches: v Buckosh was idle against

[ndependent he would be ready trainer Mike Lewis ice down

7 : ’ s et avi ery ospar-
for Saturday's annual season- the badly sprained ankle ol Moveller and playtd very spar

.

HARD NOSE AWARD - Tigers*coach

” Kewwmt_io;kfrhey
Rick Shepas pi

Juson Bradie v T semor Wi

B Sce MOOhE. Page 86 :

sents the Bob Commings Memorial Hard Nose Award tr

phy to Marc
Cleveland, who could not be present

emergency.

Cleveland, the uncle of Tigers tailback Ma
due to a fam
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[hat's what ‘ o
- ,C;-q Touchdown ( jub on Monday after-
=il £ VTS ‘
nn u’” 1’\}\1\ la ‘.: . o H‘ IS S0
“I'here is no ofl scason. hrL:[tlzm aid. .
:H Aye'll do some home A 'I-““‘ ()[ri)‘LH
s [rom the junior highs on up. Were
et he talking about our program. \We
I 2 :Ltu explain that We arc imple-
’ ""1-‘;](:15[“- plan and that 15 how 1t is going
ntng 7
G hC - !‘n C()I]]“]C”CUS 11 ]-?L.(_(..[nhcr 7
I‘h”[ P '] ”d’]trﬂ-\- “'C]‘_(_!hl “r.llﬂ”}\:-’__l‘ pl'()_
. M ¢ S g VO it
th o n.][hv first time n ;L‘_U 1 veqys, it
am. o the end of af TR @l gedes
Il be-ally 1.1'(;11‘ «chool in the '”1‘” mng.
aead of he o speed tranh dUTing the
Aye're goie sand weight tran pight

all

v,

: g s M

v Shents - 2 E )

ol HL'[?‘"”I jors W ho need 19 40P some
prTe e -

[1oet

“ToveH Do CLuB

) A KEVI HITLOCP_(/The Inde
ks at the Tigers Touchdown Club.:Monday

- spend their idle time doing things that will

Rick Shepas SP€d
By JOE SHAHEEN
[ndependent Sports Editor

| e 1099 high school football scason got -
= 111“]-“-'1‘\' ,l'[”lq a.m. Monday for Rick
— AETAEY o v Wlayis Tigers.

= S 1¢ Massillon 1ig :
epas and the Shepas told the Massillon

ey -

pounds will join the wrestling team. Those

cut I'rom the basketball team will immedi-

ately go into the weight room sessions. )
Shepas' aim is to make sure his charges

mmprove them . for the ‘99 foothall season.
And the process won't stop when spring
rolls around next vear. It anything, it will,
intensify, E

“The kids who don’t make the baseball

team are going to run track,” Shepads
vowed, and that's the way 1t 15 going to be
around here. : ' -

S0E will develop a track program and® né”
one will be able to hide from the work
ethic. We have a mandatory track program
for kids who aren’t on the lj;zs‘chz‘xlll tean
hecause we are going to get faster” :

The work cthic Shepas refers to is not a
ane-wiav street. He savs his crmghm;_: statt
will spend the off-season getting better,
too. by studving game tapes, readimg and
attending clinics at every opportunity

Fven the semors, Shepas savs, have o



ouna lng

Tigers’ Is llely IS nursing. twmted

ankle, much like star Il ]]1n(1

d1d V- Mclxmlcy four years ago

“Temding s showdown ™ “‘hh e Brearesrriumpl

— " By-JOE SHAHEEN -

Independent Sports Editor — MceKinley Bulldogs.

Either.Rick Shepas is dmm.. But Shepas told ”"ff..}l"""llll”‘
sonie “prégame posturing® or Uligers=Touchdown “CIGE on’
the status of Massillon Tigers Monday arternoon that Moore -
two-way starter Ellery "Moore a fored ar defensive ,_.“,_l and an
nas deteriorated since Friday _.trnpm\[% tight end - is “doubt-
night’s -lopsided victory ov er ~ful" for the 1();;]1 nwumﬂ
Akron St Vincent-St. Mary's,

Moore saffered a 1\\1-.!&1 school football rivals.
ankle in the sccond half of the  Prigy (. Shepas’ comments,
Tigers 357 victory over the TD Clab president Clirence
irish and  Jeft the pame. Rambagd evoked memories of
Afterward, while standing on the 094 Massillon-McKinley

-crutches—— hr:———mld—-—f‘ht"“‘*hhwdm\-n—md—hmf-hr—hclpcd—-'mhf}t‘t‘*ﬂt‘u"*ﬁjﬂﬁ

Indepe ndent he would be ready” trainer Ajke Lewis ice down

for Saturday’s .mmml season- - the hadly sprained ankle of

between _the two.storied high. ..

Tigers linebacker (_ourtne
Herring in the days hcf'nrt_ the
100th pame. ]
Herring pl.n ed 'that. ddy and
helpedthe Tipers register a 42-

41 victorythat _vaulted.them

into the plavoffs, and \mndh
taday ak one of the program=s
TRCTYT .
It sounds as 1f Moore's
ankle is about as bad as
Terring's was- thal fate--—
ful day. @
The good news is if
Moore does play., he . (
probably would only
have 1o go on defense.
CThe Tigers expect to o
have Neil Buckosh

-ingly. against St V but*Shepaj
says ‘his senior is back st ‘fu
strength this week.
~The: nght end- pusmnn-ﬁ kt,‘]-J
~oeee AN Mlassillon’s __short]
. numg—gamnm_Mnm—c_-
_has _had. six recep-
_tions for 49 yards in
the_last _two_-pames§
“during which the
Tigers attack had
y, finally begun to. hi
on all cylinders:
- Buckosh comes . inth)]
———Saturdu-s— — ahow=a;

e 1
= down \\11.!1 DYBN LdTLhLS

Back=at tightend-atter* h&ﬁpem——l”u"‘ vards.

tht last three weeks at less
than 100 percent with  an

One. [lg.u Wwho will not suit §
up for McKinley is f_l‘:l\'\.hlle

Cstarting  outside ]md’)dckcr

Buckosh was idle against
Moeller and plavtd very spar-

Jason Bradieys IHL‘ IS8 () W BT
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TouvcHbownN CLUE

By JOE SHAHEEN

'Independent Sports. Editor - e
Rick Shepas wants to know |
“if “the. Massﬂlon Tlgers ar'et_a i |

-;"l-__tlred yet.

4= - Hes wants o know if they-
& are ‘satisfied with’a 10-0 reg-
ular season ‘that .included a.

~‘decisive . . victory. . oOver

.The Massﬂlon Tlcket Ofa
fice is reporting they only
-have ‘about 3,500 hckets
‘remiaining - of 'their ‘origizs

_u-\-bn

-._McKmlex,_and 1f theL’a_Just 1St

~a soon chuck-the post -season
tournament that begins with

~a visit by the Perry’ Panthers

“to. Paul Brown Tiger ! Stadmm
on Saturday at 7-p.m: :

You. see;. Shepas saw that -
“look of. satisfaction on ‘the |
faces - of ‘his first playoff--
“team: ‘at”Poland Seminary. ‘L

back in 1993 after it earned

_the school’s first conference

- championship " in, 15 years
and: quallfled for the post..
Lgeasom o il us

“nal allotment. The thKGﬂL;
are primarily -in _sections .
10 and 11, plus -the . end-|
‘zone. The Tickét Office” iszf
opened for sale to the gen-
eral pubhc from 7:30 am=:

7:30 p.m.,” with - txckets
costing $5 and a lumt of

'two pe1 person AN |

look "-Shepas:. told the Mas-
sﬂlon Touchdown club on
Tuesday - afternoon . at
A‘VIVETS

. —lookedw-at——{hemw—and—

,—‘ﬂrhey—bowedfoutﬂearly—c—asked*"vvhat‘s—rt—gonfg—t_

‘Shepas said: "

- Two™ years later, Poland
" Had. ..secured. ..its: - third
stralght conference crown.
‘While ‘that was - old hat ‘to-
_them, it had béen a long sea-
~son and - the determmatlon

and flght necessary to perse- °

~veré for.a few more weeks

be>l'? ‘-‘ i
" Shepas. ‘and"- the Tlgeri..-
‘coaching staff.have\ béen -
‘planningfor a 15-week  sea-
“son.all along, and that s what
it would take to. reach the’
state - championship game
the week of November 29.
~They’ve varied routines to

iust wasn't there.—

‘«“They got tn‘ed and they
got their wish,” Shepas. relat-
~ads-*They bowed out in the
state -semifinals when we

missed a couple of PATs."

“And I told them aftef~_

© ward they ‘got their wish.”
~Now the second-year Tiger
ﬁentOLwants to-know-if his_—
Massillon ¢ charges have any-
thing - Jeft“in the tank, men-
: tally and eﬁlotlonally as well
ica T
phl%?)ked };lt the Tigers to
ee if they had . that same

“eep—mmgs—ﬁresh—ehmma{—
‘ed drills that could cause-in-
juties, shortened practices.
and thrown in: off-days. for
‘the players in the hope of not -
-burning the team out before
it reached its ultimate goal..
Now it's up tq the players,-
Shepas said, to decide if they.
have. enough désire_and will-
to win to’stay’ focused for
f1ve more weeks. o
Certamly the: Tlgers weré:
thé more focused team last
Saturday in Canton in ‘de-

@ see QUERY, Page C-6
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That be in Massillon that they made a mistakes
by not giving him more consideration in the}
head coaching hiring process. .
~ As for the Tigers, second year head coach:
Rick Shepas told the Massillon Touchdown,
Club on Tiesday the Lima game is the;
biggest contest in the first half of the season.!
It is the only first-half game that is on the:
road. Also, the game is on natural turf and.

‘Shepas has made 2 point of practicing on;

grass at every opportunity this year. Saturs;

day will go:a long ways to revealing whether}

that decision will help the locals when they!
are away from Tiger Stadium. . oy

< ey _-'

1299
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"They found a way to get balanced up,” confirmed
Tlgers coach Rick Shepas during the weekly Touch-
sdown Club luncheon at AMVETS, Tuesday. after-
.noon. “They pulled out all the stops against McKin-
'1(131312;1 ‘halfback passes, shuffle passes a little bit’ of every-
t g ”
Massﬂlon expects Garfield to hne up in the shotgun forma-
‘tion much of the time Friday night, the same formation the
_ T1gers have used to score a total of 107 pomts in two games

g
i
/ _

»" /




Independent Sports Editor
The Massillon Tiger defense got

- agutchecklast week against Mount

Lebanon (Pa.) High, which had a
‘three-to-one run-to-pass ratio in
rolling up 258 yards of total offense.

The Blue Devils: were simply
playing to their strength, a big,
strong offensive line that averaged
over 6-foot-3 and 260pounds.

The Tiger defense respended to
the challenge, limiting Mt.-Leb to
two offensive touchdowns. °

It was.a gratifying sight for Mas-

sillon coach Rick Shepas.

“One of the things I was proud of
was the way the defensive front es-
tablished: the line of scrimmage
against a big, physical football

— —

ing a sophomore quarter-

“Tovedpown Cuve

on ‘Garfield

——By—-JOE-SHA HEEN——-———f—W‘teVa m;*—Shepas-—told-the-Massillon-

Tiger Touchdown Club, Tuesday af-
ternoon at AMVETS. “Two of those
players up front for (Mt. ,
Lebanon) will sign Division

I football scholarships. But I

think our guys held up very

well against them and did a

nice job.”

Going into. the Mt.
Lebanon game, Massillon
did not expect to see the
football in the air very often.
The Blue Devils were start-

back, and no matter how tal-
ented, the Tigers knew he .
wouldn’t be the focus of the _

offense. —




ressure placed
“Tiger detense

As for the Massillon defense, it has to perform bt
ter than it did last week against Dayton Chaminade
fans wearing orange and black are in for a long afte
noon. C-J rushed for 230 yards and totaled 426 yar
of total offense. If the Bulldogs put up those kinds
statistics, they are likely to keep the Tigers “Air Re
Attack” in the basement. -

T~ «It wasn't focus or that our kids didn’t pl
hard against Chaminade,” explained Shep:
“It's just a missed assignment here or the:
We saw a level of speed from three or fo
(Chaminade) players that were just spectac
lar. We were looking for it because we want
to see how.we were going to deal withit. Ime
they were fast.

~ «{We know we're going to see that this we:
All in all‘I think our kids understand. C
coaches -understand. I like the fact we did
leave the field Friday night satisfied.”

McKinley's strength is its defense but 1

Respects McK ~ Bulldogs have some impressive weapons
- -~ —-——their-disposal-when they possess the footb:
“You've got to look to deal with a number of peor
but Reggie Corner (is their main threat),” said She
@® see PRESSURE, Page

T T s

By JOE SHAHEEN
Independent Staff Editor :

Rick Shepas didn’t ponder the question very long.

When asked what the Tigers have to do to be suc-
cessful against the McKinley Bulldogs in the 108th
meeting between the two Ohio high school football
powers this Saturday at 2 p.m. at Fawcett Stadium in
Canton, the Massillon sideline mentor was ol
brief and to the point. _ [

«1t’s all about defense and taking care of the | [&
football,” Shepas said. '

Translation: Massillon must stop Mc'Kmley
from dominating the football and keeping the
Tiger offense 01 the sidelines, and the Tigers
cannot give the Bulldogs a short field or extra
possessions with turnovers. :

Turnovers have not been a big problem for
Massillon this season. The Tigers have lost 12
fumbles and have been intercepted six times.
The Bulldogs have done_sllghtly_better, losing

ine fumbles and suffering f1ve_mterceptxons.
nine i e Massillon has run 123 more of-
" this season than McKinley, so the Tigers
e in part the result of more

ensive plays
gour additional turnoversar

opportunities. R

-® PRESSURE

McK balanced on offense

been outstanding this

. ———
4. “Reggie Corner has

~year. .

% . (quarterb :
r I*rf?r;gj%z(lgk Shalamar) Gilmer, €00, along
ith ler) Everett in that backfield.

ack Ben) Palumbo and

Wig;r(rrlfgr was an All-Ohio wide receiver a

s eneratedoutstandingnum-

- hayegar. The 5-foot-11, 163-pound

receptions for 537 yards

e touchdowpi: Heﬁs also

- :ck return specia ist, having

o= dagaggllc'(?;lﬁs f}(()lrc 239 yards, nearly 15 yards
Srun _ :

returt. a fine season as well,

is having

52 of 96 passes (54.2 percent) for.

i . is bigger,
ne touchdowns He is :
falster than a year ago and }_135
of three se;lsons as a starting

ie digsposal. .
hlsffltlt tpx'ave combined to rush
ndem they average 6.3

Ty iob of stoppin
etter JO pping

. d‘;}’i,zg The Tigers are big-
at the inside linebacker po-

D side backers Shawn Crable
5 ave been effective clos-

ing down the perimeter runs.

As for mental preparations, Shepas isn’t
concerned that his charges will peak emo-
tionally before the game is played. He notes
that hasn’t been a problem all season and
doesn’t expect it to be a problem is week, de-
spite all of the distractions going on around
the team. .

“They understand the magnitude of each
‘game,” observed Shepas. “Sometimes it’s
easier to get them up for a team than other
times. I don't think éither team will have a
problem focusing ‘for this week practice
wise.

.

«What we're trying to do each week on Mon--

day is do things different to make things fun
and lively and try to find creative ways to do
our conditioning and keep things light. When
you get to this point in the season every team
in the county has logged a tremendous
amount of time since January. :

«You don’t want it to be too long for them.
You want to have some fun and some breaks,
so you modify practice alittle bit. You maybe
get them off the field a little sooner and then
you have a chance to do something different

as a team and still have the bonding "

T-D.
LLVb
200\




