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Your
MASSILLON TIGER FOOTBALL MIUSEUM

- At Work

Yes! There is a MUSEUM in Massillon, Ohio, dedicated to the preservation of the past, present, and future endeavors of the
Washington High School football teams.

No! There is no permanent edifice where the general public can visit to browse through the collection of articles already
obtained by the museum; that is a future dream. It’s YOUR Museum because everything in it is due to contributions from
people like you: Tiger fans, ex-coaches, ex-players, school administrators, etc. It’s AT WORK because the committee members
are actively preparing the collection of memorabilia gathered over the last six years for eventual display to the public.

Why has a Museum been started?

Well, one good reason is to ensure that tradition becomes established fact and not just a legend that cannot be verified. Few
towns in America have been recognized as much as Massillon has for its success on the high school gridiron, and it is this
success that the Museum wants to preserve. The football teams, along with the marching bands, have over the years produced
what is affectionately now called ‘*The High School Football Capital of the World’'. One out-of-state newspaper writer put it
this way —

The Philadelphia Inquirer — Nov. 10, 1940
<¢Out of the cradle of professional football, a new gridiron show has been born. Massillon, where world championship
professional teams were turned out many times in the first 18 years of the century, is now producing what sports-
writers describe as the ‘‘Greatest high school show in the country.”

As any Massillon Tiger fan knows, this new gridiron show put on by Washington High School was born with the hiring of a
legendary coach in 1932 by the name of Paul Brown. That is sixty years ago. In that span, the Tigers of Massillon have had only
one losing season while accumulating a 817 winning percentage! But what a great start to that outstanding winning percentage!
After playing a total of 100 games from 1934 to 1943, the Tigers had suffered only three losses and two ties. Seventeen of those

—victories came against excellent teams from West Virginia, lowa, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Nebraska. Massillon, Ohio
__,j’,was well on its way to being recognized as one of the finest high school football programs in the nation. Throw in Chuck

Mathers® 57-3 record from 1948 to 1953 and you have the beginning of what has become a perennial gridiron power that has
lasted for six decades. We hope you agree that this is worth saving!

What does the Football Museum do?
It collects, restores, preserves, archives, and catalogs football related memorabilia for future display in a permanent facility.
Articles such as clothing, publications, game films, photos, etc., are always a welcome addition to the Museum and are
constantly sought after by the committee members.

How does the Football Museum do it?
Space does not permit a detailed account of all the work being performed by the Museum, but here is a brief overview of each
task.

Collection — Memorabilia that can be donated or loaned to the Museum should be taken to Gene Boerner at the Massillon
Chamber of Commerce (216/833-3140) or to Junie Studer at Studer Signs (216/833-8635).

Restoration — Items presently getting the most attention are team photos and 16mm game films. Restoring the old photos
requires the expected work of repairing broken frames an-d glass, plus cleaning of the photos. Game films get an exceptional
amount of attention before they are ever put on the projector for previewing and eventual transfer to video. Every foot of
film is checked by hand for breaks, torn Sprocket_ho!es, burn spots and poor splices and then repaired. Then, if deemed
necessary, they are hand cleaned with a special liquid film cleaner. A normal 400 ft. reel of film in bad condition takes about
two hours to repair and clean. _ ' ' : '

Preservation — Newspapers, game programs, and game f111?15. are rpamly .bemg worked on in this area.'Progra;ns are being
photocopied so people can view them while the best originals (if duplicates are available) are sealed in plastic. Individual
pages of old newspapers are being encapsulated in neutral pH transparent Mylar polyester filgn using Dc_;uble-Coated F}hn
Tape. Game films are being transferred to video using the Super-VHS format which has 400 + lines of horizontal resolution.
These copies then become the masters from which standard VHS copies can be made. | .

Ayrchiving — Presently, the main storage ared fo_f memorabilia is the basement rooms of the Massxllon Qhamber o oln’lmci{lcee.
However, some items such as photos, clothing, and souvenirs may be loaned to the Massillon Public Museum when they

ove into their new building. L ' A ) y ; : ; e A gl

G ;Tl ing — The Museum has been divided into seven main categories: Articles, Audio, Video, Film, _P_”b!‘c‘lm“?s’ St“;\lf‘;tl?i

i Ongd ghotos These categories then become the main directories for entering the items of memorabilia into a 2000 Mode
a .

Amiga computer.
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How much memorabilia has the Football Museum collected?
At the moment there is no official report listing each and every item. However, here is a synopsis of what is known:
Game Films — 157,305 feet of 16mm film has been transferred to video. That translates to 494 reels. Varsity games account
for 288 reels with the remaining ones being JV games, sophomore games, freshman games, scrimmages, band, etc. Som W
are still unidentified varsity games. L A
Newspapers — 75 pages and segments of newspapers dating back to 1905 have been encapsulated. When finished, the count
could reach as high as 300.
Photos — No official count of team and individual photographs is available at this time because there are so many. However
preliminary steps have been taken to restore the team photos. ?
Programs — Plenty of old game programs dating back to 1934 have been donated but no documentation work has been started

Will the Football Museum sell copies of old game films?

Yes! But this service of the Museum is only in the beginning stages so not all games are available at this tim
film transfer or game yideo that has been archived will be available for purchase, but space does not permit a d
specifics. For further information, please call Bill Oliver at Studer Signs (216/833-8635). ,

Selling copies of game films should help to pay for material that is constantly needed to accomplish the goal of the Museu
Here is a sample of the prices for some of the more costly items that are needed. e
Film Splices — $30 per box of 400 splices. One film in very bad condition required 97 splices to ¢ ai :

teﬁ splices. Thispmeans that about 5000 splices have been used thus far. : ; €Pair, but the average is about
Video Tape — $18.50 per S-VHS 120 min. tape. About ten 400 ft. reels of film fit on on
to date.
Mylfzsfidfzf?:an i 53220 per 40”" x 507 roll. This quantity is enough to encapsulate about 22 single newspaper pages so that both
Film Tape — $6.00 per 65 yard roll. This double-coated transparent stick
encapsulation process.
Wei T'0 — $18.45 per can. This is a nonaqueous deacidification solution for
paper against acid-caused embrittlement and yellowing. One can is sufficie
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€ tape. Forty-nine tapes have been filled

Yy tape is used for sealing the mylar film during the

protecting books, documents and works of art on
nt for about 10 pages of newspaper.

or loan of articles to the
y omitted. &

Gene Boerner — programs, newspapers, photos, magazines

Tom Persell — statistics, media guides

Ron Prunty — newspapers, scrapbooks, programs, magazz'nés

Nick Vrotsos — basketball films

Todd Schumacher — football films

Bill Porrini — football films

Bob Graber — football films

Chuck Mather — football films

Fred Bonk — football films, newspapers, scrapbooks, football

Junie Pedrotty — football films

James Delong — football films

Lee Owens — football films

Junie Studer — programs, banquet glass collection

Russ Ramsey, St. — miscellaneous articles

Chuck Koch — newspapers, magazines, banquet programs,

statistics

Jack Oliver — articles of clothing

Don Armour — articles of clothing

Mrs. Tressell (via Katie Basler) — football films

Dr. Robert Immel — audio tapes

Bud Atwater — photos, Smm. film

Ted Stultz — film-to-video transfer system, film projector |
The Massillon Tiger Football Museuﬁ_l hopes that this overview of the work being done to |

football is informative and useful to all Tiger fans. It is your Museum, 5o any help in Bt ¢

pine IR 2 : memorabils 5
Even if a person does not want to donate or loan historic items, it would still be nice to know thaL" it 13 Otuld be appreciateq.
Xists ;
catalogued. so that it can b,

£
_ Thank You,
The Massillon Tiger Football Museum































































































































































































































































































































































































































































