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What is Obie, the Massillon Tiger
. mascot, dreaming about? His
~ favorite food, of course, chicken.
Tiger fans can help make Obie’s
dream come true when they
attend Friday’s Massillon-Perry
game at Paul Brown Tiger Sta-
dium. Volunteers will be sta-
tioned at all gates before and af-
\ ter the game to accept donations
that will go to help feed Obie. Any
. money not used to pay Obie’s
| ““chicken bill” will go toward con-
tinuing the Tiger Booster Club’s
live tiger program.
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mascot on prowl

By STEVE DOERSCHUK K 17

: Independent Sports Editor .
MASSILLON — Ed Annen isn’t one to chicken out; rather, he'll be out a

_oﬂonnEnwmz. . , . ,
Annen is the brave soul who is caretaker for Obie the Tiger, this year’s |

version of which made its debut at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium Friday |

night.

mEm got this one, Obie XVII, from the same outfit we .mcn Hm.mn year’s,”
said Annen, a 56-year-old Massillon native whose hobby is taking care of
the Massillon Tigers’ football mascot. A

“Ringling Brothers Circus gets its tigers from the same place, " he said.
““The one we got is a male that weighs 50 pounds. He’s 5 months old.”

Annen is in his seventh year as Obie's caretaker, having taken over @_‘
Wilbur Arnold, who now lives in Washington, D.C.

Obie is always a hit with Tiger fans, and the beast has traditionally been
like that great Boston Red Sox hitter, Wade Boggs, in that he simply mnowm.m

chicken dinners.
Sluggish Tigers win scrimmage
“They feed 'em red meat where we get 'em, but we feed 'em chicken

here,’”’ Annen said. )

Obie eats a lot more chicken than Wade Boggs, and fans will be asked for
contributions during an as-yet unspecified game night.

Obie might weigh more than 50 pounds by the time you read this. Last
year's tiger, a female, grew to 150 pounds. The biggest Obie grew to a
somewhat unmanagable 375 pounds, in 1976. .

“That was the year we wound up keeping the same tiger we’d had the
year before,” Annen said. ‘‘He was kept in the large cage.” :

Obie XVII probably will wind up in the circus, where Obie XVI now is
contender for rookie-of-the-year laurels.

It's hard to say whether Obie XVI wishes she was back in Massillon to
catch next Friday's season opener against Akron Buchtel, but real tigers
seem to like the football Tigers, Annen said.

‘‘They see people moving around, and they like that, although they're not
real thrilled by the band noise,’” Annen said. .

Obie is a rent-a-tiger financed by the Tiger Bogster Club. Annen won’t
say how much is being shelled out, but it's a lot more than you’d pay for a
poodle at the pet store. :

Jack Worthingtor/FOR THE INDE mmﬂ.ﬁm.ﬁﬁﬂmﬂ.ﬁ%ﬁan wﬁ all eight Massillon home games and both ..cm.a

Paul Brown Tiger Stadium . His home will be a building at the north side of Tiger Stadium. If he
gridiron with Obie XVII. Annen is caretaker for the live tiger that serves as  should happen to escape, he can probably be found by the nearest Colonel ;

a mascot for the Washington High football squad. ‘ ~ Sanders sign. .
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Ed Annen pauses during a stroll across the
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
ED AND JO ANNEN
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psISCHIEVOUS ‘;‘MSCOT — Dianne Owens, wite of  After all with McKinley heading in Saturday, every
pageltion heac;l o0tbail coach Lee Owens, seems 8 Tiger in town s ready to roar. Oble may have given
it taken aback by the “attention” she’s recelving pra, Owens a playful nip, but he's saving his big
giilon mascot Oble the tiger. One can hard- pites for the Buildogs.

Torm Prusha/INDE ‘

from fass’ "
ly blame Chle for his aggressiveness this woek.
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Obie backers
Wives of the trainers of Obie the Bengal tiger mascot for the Washington High
are needed to help continue the Tiger Booster Club’s live tiger program. The

School I:Sel‘.i say dona
A rom|
(Jo) Annen, Mrs. Don (Rhona) Shonk and Mrs. Bob (Kay) Hollender. Bo o " eft, are Mrs. Eql

tions |

00 will se ; ;
Saturday at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium before the Moeller game. Sters ek donations

Tom Prusha/iNDE
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““Tom Prusha INDE

oster Ciub through the football season. The tiger
0 pounds since he firstarrived here and eats about

Qlsic ,(.f, fei?, isn't ':1.':5110 sure what to make of Obie, the Tiger Swing  cared for by the BO

Eand‘m:isc.ot. played by senior Bryan Weller. Members oi the Tiger  has gained almost 2

Hoosie” C.F\Ub wiil be accepting menetary donations Saturday at the  five pounds of shlcken a day.
Foelier game to halp foed Oble — the real Tiger, thatis — whois :
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E{‘nerson School sixth-graders Robert
Hickey and Daniel Gordon encounter Oble
XXI, the Massillon Tiger football team’s
real, live striped kitty. Obie and her (yes,
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Tom Prusha/INDE

Obieis a "‘'she”) friend Ed Annen have been
touring Massillon school’s-this week, help+
ing students gear up for Saturday's show=
down against the McKinley-Bulldogs:

1
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Lie, the passillon Tigers’ mascot, shows his colors

to session at Paul Brown Tiger St um.
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obi‘f m’?_!""“" live tiger “"""ﬁ‘}!"-_‘lr,._@lj'le t'p.__l{aul__Bf;aﬁl.l‘_r Tiger
s1adium Wednesday for publicity pictures with Booster Club Presi-
dent Glen Werich-and his two sons, Tim, cjosest to Glen, and Tom..

Alf went well until Oble decided to play with, teariand eat the sign__

s _fo'.,a. Obie égﬁerally_ cat

ing for money to pay for Obie's food. O
hickans, which.will be Paid for by donations to be collecte
: ; - 2me Friday night. : T
during ﬂlé Gf:_rﬁcld 53“‘. iy s —Yom Prusha/IND|
S




Obie backers o ‘.‘.\Clq-'Z

ves of the traine i ;
Wives iners of Obie the Bengal tiger mascot for the Washington High School Tigers say donations

dto hel i : ive ti
?Jrg Ff‘ﬁ:ﬁi . Mr‘;—‘DD%%ﬂt]Eue the Tiger Booster Club's live tiger program. The women, from left, are Mrs. Ed
y . (Rhona) Shonk and Mrs. Bob (Kay) Hollender Boosters will seek donations

caturday at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium before the Moeller game.
Tom Prusha/iNDE
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“There appears to be s lean and hungry Iook to Obie XXIVihese.days.-_
Certainly, it's nothing 3 Jittle serving of Bulldog wouldn’t satisfy. Obie
will §et an opporturity fo go-eye to eye with Chauncy, the McKinley
‘High mascot, when the Tigers'and Bulldogs do battle for the 99th

tlme this Saturday at F‘awcett Staduum in Canton.
ol I.Isa Berarducctfl’OlTHI“le!
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 Where's Obic?

& - e

Obie XXIV's cage was empty for Friday night's "Beat McKinley” para-
de through downtown. Byt his handlers, Ed Anne
' __Shonk

n, left, and Donnie
,still_ba._cilﬁ.ome.tbmg_to_ smile_about. They. managed.to get.a_.
— cubstitute OO

e for today’s 0 p.m. game against McKinley in Canton’s
Fawcett Stadium. :
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By DOUG BENNETT
Independent Staff Writer

~ Put Obie XXIV on the dis-

- abledlist for today’s game, but

_add Obie XXIVY2, a substitute

Ed Annen. The wound was su-
perficial, but state health offi-
cials ordered Obie under
wraps for 30 days.

A man was waving his hand

bengal-pickedupomrwaivers:
~An ill-timed nip at a Canton

McKinley fan Friday forced
Obie-XXIV into quarantine for
the rest of the football season.

nearthe tiger and gotrcaught =
by a playful nip, Annen said.
The damage: a small cut be- .
tween his thumb and index
finger.

roliatha-glet "
FoHe-HRe-SreH-Ritt-

orders until Monday or Tue:
day, Annen said. Others thin
Obie didn’t even cause the cu!

“We were told late (Fnday
he had to be quarantined. | |
50”fast people ar f
-.wondermg if it's a setup,”’ h

said.
Obie has had standard felin |

vaccinations, but rabies shot' |

14 affoatan an S ook
aren-t \all\-\:li'\a il Ul’B L

a breeder in Akron offered the
.second-stringer, a S-month-old
cub, lateFriday. night™ -

The good news is Obie hasn’t
shown any ill effects from the
incident.

saw red. nicked a Bulldog fan's
hand at a Rotary Club lun-
~cheon in Canton, said handler

- "'“Oble xxw

That looked likebad newsuntl-

Obie XXIV, who apparently

“It bnnnlu h

there was hardly any blood,"
Annen said. ‘‘He was just play-
“ing with. him like everyone.-
else.”
Word of the incident
traveled fast — a little too fast,

according to some Tiger faith-

ful. Normally, animal bites
that happen on Fridays aren’t

dccording to Annen.
A bad omen? No way, sai
. those huddled aroiifid the emj.
ty cage Friday night,
e thoug?t sotn;eo;le' \svaz: |
line my leg at 1rs
l%%lb Ygundy the Mass:llon Ro
ary ptesident. “It's not ba

M See OBIE, Page A-1

followed up with quarantine

‘luck and itwon't matter a bit.’
: Like a true substitute, Satur-
:‘“‘day Massillon- McKmle’y game™”
»in ‘Canton’s Fawcett Stadium
. will be Obie XXIX%’s only
' appearance

; game but at least. there'll be a.

e Sald_ b LT S Y

~.‘'He's. going back. after the

- tiger -at the game,”” Annen. ;

by the Massillon Tiger Foot-
ball Booster Club. It will be put
—on-display-in the high ‘school:——
““We thought it was time to
dé something really special,”
said Junie Studer a club mem-

very unique.’
- The artist, Conrad Sandoval,
cut the tiger from a solid log;

g m—i— R

While one tiger was gomg,
- another was coming. |

A 2,500-pound wooden t1ger
carved from solid beech was
unveiled during Frlday night'’s
«Beat McKinley’’ pgrade. The
~Jl6-foot- -high statue Was bought

~bemiext,’* he said.

using a chain3aw. ImMarch, he
carved a trio of redwood griz-
zlies ‘at a wood fabricating

" shop overlookmg the high

“school.
‘I had a feeling a t:ger would :

B




| _ .. By DOUG BENNETT. -
.. 7 Independent Staff Writer
| Oble XXIVJ/z has been reactwated for Saturday’s playoff
-game. .
- The stand~m mascot wﬂl travel to Parma with the Massillon
.Tigers for the football showdown with Mansfield, “said tiger -

Thandler Ed Annen.

The substitute cub will be picked up today at Rollmg Valley
Ammal Farm near Ravenna, Annen said. He'll be in Parma to
-pump-up-the crowd; buthe won't see any of the  game.. The Ohio |

~{£—Irgh School Athletic Association’s so-called ‘“Massillon rule’” |

~=enacted in response to Tiger. mascots’ playoff appearances

“in past years — prohibits live mascots ms1de a stadmm at
playoff games.

Meanwhile, efforts are under way to free Obie XXIV The

| cub was. quarantined for 30 days afternipping a Cantén McKin-
- ley fan's hand on the eve of that game. (Sofary Oble XXIV has
shown.no-sign.of - llI-Effects_fr.om the bite.)_. . . .- :

“~>The Tlger mascot was quarantmed as'a precautlon because

_rabies vaccinations are ineffective on big cats. Earl Lindsay, a-
- Lawrence Township veterinarian, has asked state health offi-

‘cials to reduce the ‘‘sentence’’ to 10 days.

.;'request ottt PR iy, e W

“The normal que;rantme 1s'only 10 days an.d we want Oble

‘_bhck as sbon-as-possible,”” Annen said. - - ok

‘He was unsure when health officials mlght act on Llrrdsay s
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FoorBALL

Massillon vs
Barberton

Friday, October 7, 1994
8:00 PM
Paul Brown Tiger Stadium
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| Thanks, fellow Tigers

Dear friends:

. T am writing this to you in order to express my gratitude to the

thousands who made my stay in Massillon such a memorable one,

The only thing I regret is having to leave. What better place for 5

tiger to reside than in Tigertown? I gl {r_epiigr:nbjézflit always. !
| R ‘vgant to take this opportunity totbbr;ifa number of people who
| made my stay a .Qomfgrtable one. Geez, did I ever get attention! I
itl ] M I : N Ty v {

T e e ' |
‘ \.""ﬁ:_.:l,?g‘g:dI'epéi"son_'whot-ml deserves a big paw on the back is my good I
, ;‘Qﬁd@a@‘gf Annen. Ed really took care of me, treating me like Iwasa |
{0 ﬂ&ﬂ?ﬁ: °r. He did everything humanly possible to make me feel Jike |

ohie ofiche family. (Wi gl AT R o it
~ Oh w,zasg atted mea few times across the chops., Butheck, Idid ||
get feisty with him on occasion. That orange jump suit of his madea ||

ty with |
| fine target for my paws, I will admit ,
VR L I ' ) N i . A ey . L i
|  Gosh, I never had it Oit;od. Those folks out at Bordner’s suppiied 1
i mmﬂl that deligji@ug chicken. Did I prosper? You betcha I did, |
| 8rowing from 20 pounds to almost 85, That chicken was paw-licking - i
" Mgoods ™ T - . 1
| . Ialso want to thank Progressive Chevy for letting me ride in the |
bac  of their pickup truck. Could they paint it orange, though?

cAnd I also want to thank all those people who donated money and

volunteered their time to collect the funds during the “Help Feed

T
Ll

ight. It was a growling success, and assures that my brothers "
sters may one day call Massillon their temporary home.
s about it. I'm sorry if Imissed anybody, but Il be
bop B VPl ik
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" Oble X :
um. The event gave :
advantage of the opp

XVII, the Massillon Tiger mascot; is s
ortunity for a cloS&-UP look at the tiger cub were,

takin
those : w and Allie Cpx. 3

nifer Crenshé

urrounded by fans during Sunday’s Obie Plc,ture;Da'y”EtTP:
ave their plctures. ial

Tiger fans a chance to take photoS of the popular mascot or h
from left, Jason'Clos
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t, when the Massillon Tigers wij|| pattle the Cincinnati Moeller Crusaders at Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium, has been designated a5 «peed Obie Night.” John Hauser, Tiger Booster
Club president, is shown playing with a hungry obie XXVII while his son, Brad, and daughter, -
Katie, hold signs soliciting contributions. The 75-pound Obie mascot consumes 6 pounds.of
chicken, hamburger and turkey a day. MARK ROGERS/The Inde
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t McKinley events.
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Obie XXVII watches the Bea

m.




Tuesday night was the annual
Massillon Tiger Booster
Club's “Beat McKinley" rally
in the Washington High audi-
~~torium. In the top-photo, the
cheerleaders, band and

- majorettes welcome team -
members shortly after their
arrival. At left, head coach
Jack Rose addresses the
crowd. Above, Obie appears
ready for the gridiron battle.

1247
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iron battle between Massillon and McKinley. Saturday at Paul Brown Tiaer Stadium

IE XXTX

bie the XXIX is ready for the 1051h grid




She’s ready to

Obie XXX will make her debut at the 17th annual Massillon Fourth of July Picnic in the Park
4t Stadium Park. The 3%2-week-old tiger will be at the Stump Hill Farm petting zoo in the park.
The picnic begins at 11 a.m. July 4 and concludes with a $12,500 fireworks display at 10
| p.m. Live musical entertainment, games, food concessions are planned. Admission is free.

OBIE XXX 1949
"AMBER!




Funding Obie

4

y o ' "~ JAMES ZEMKO/The

Tony Shiplett, feft, of Massillon, makes a donation to the “Help Feed Obie" campaign. J
McArthur, right, and other coliectors stood at the gates at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium befo
Friday's game between the Massillon Tigers and Perry Panthers to collect money to help

ort the live tiger program. For 30 years, a live tiger cub has been on the sidelinesas ar
cot for the football team. ‘
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" Obie, the mascot
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’ ; _ \ GARY W. GREENIn Beacon Journal ms
A Massillon youngster checks out Obie the t!ger cub, the Massillon football team’s live mascot, before a game against St.
Edward last Friday. Massillon gets a new Obie every season. Obie XXXl has been leased from Stumphill Farms in Richville.

T bout cats and dogs

Stark County football rivals still use rambunctious pair N
of bulldogs, tenacious tiger cub as live team mascots

By Tom Reed \
BeaoonyJoumaf staff writer ; e mosnl’EORTS ‘

They will come together again ;
tomorrow afternoon at Paul Brown Massillon coach
Tiger Stadium, united by a football won'’t be fooled by
rivalry they have come to represent, McKinley.
but not understand. Former coaches

Watch them as they proudly recall legendary
patrol the sidelines - photogenic as ]
runway models and possessing an T 2
?mmal magnetis:ll th“zgltiht?] world’s Fage e
(1) ers o ey c :
bolzt el o yicayld pou%d Belngal tiger cub.

We're talking, “People just love hgr." !
Obie, the Massiﬁogf t‘;‘g’é‘f:;lgbo‘“ The same can be said of Abbylgale
Abbygale and Sabastian, the Canton and Sabastian, a pair of personable

McKinl d : 60-pound bulldogs who are
thgt in S%iugogft&l{?{ﬁ ;‘::,_?jgfge recognized wherever they travel in

our beasts of bur Canton. - !
! “Obie i e o \ “They love the attention,” said
)bie is a chick magnet,” said owner Bud Steigerwald, a Canton
‘ o Massillon booster club President native and 1957 McKinley graduate
P SRR o GEO[EE Mizer asa crowd gathered “They like Pei“’PI.e and woul e
ek outside the Wendy’s restaurant on ~ disappointed if they weren't

seem to get enough Of high school football. afternoon to see the playful45-




‘Mascots

Massillon gets new
tiger cub every season

Continued from Page B1

The 106-year-old rivalry -
which Massillon leads 55-46-5 -
is about much more than intense
football. y

It is color, pageantry, history
and tradition. It is a 365-day-a-
year obsession that culminates
with a weeklong celebration
leading up to the big game.

Live mascots add to the flavor
of those festivities. :

“They promcl)te goo&1 will aqg
help bring people together,” sai
Fralzjl Steigerwald, Bud’s wife.

Fewer mascots around

But the live mascot is becom-
ing an endangered species on the
Ol%io high school sports land-
scape. Each year finds fewer ani-
mafe acts, in part because of
stricter regulations governing
them and the ever-present threat
of litigation. .

Th{%aa Ohio Himchool Ath-
letic Association mascots at
all tournament games. Abbygale
and Sabastian were not part of
McKinley’s 1997 or '98 state
championshlt'ﬁ runs.

During the regular season,
however, their presence seems
ubiquitous. A

gn team photo days, McKin-
ley players and coaches often
have their pictures taken with
the bulldogs. The dogs’ mugs can

be spotted on newspaper-box
placaggs and pictures throughout
the city.

McKinley’s tradition of live
mascots can be traced to 1921,
when a bulldog 1 ;
roamed the sidelines, team histo-
rian Charlie Bowersox said. Ab-
bygale and Sabastian have held
the honor for the past six years.

«people have gotten to know
us a litSe better,” Bud Steiger-
wald said. “But it’s not about us,
it's all for the dogs and the
school.” ikl

ing a team mascot is more
Belg ing for the cam-

just mugging ‘
311:;1 z:nd controlling your blad-

der for several hours on a Friday

named Two Bits -

GARY W. GREEN/Akron Beacon Journal
Canton McKinley cheerleaders Jennifer
Smith (left) and Mindy Pastrikos pray at
the Canton Baptist Temple on Wednesday.

or Saturday night. Both bulldogs
have played hurt this season.
The brindle-colored Sabas-
tian is nursing a staph infection,
while the fawn-and-white Abby-
gale has had an eye infection.
Of course, the 1974 bulldo
remains the one by which

others are measured in terms of

combat valor.

As the Bulldogs and Tigers
were preparing for kickoff, the
mascots were brought together
for a brief, yet memorable en-
counter in Massillon. This was in
an era before the tiger was de-
clawed or confined to a cage.

“We told the dog handlers
not to get to close, but they kept
coming,” said Bob Hollender,
one of Obie’s three caretakers.

The tiger cub took a swipe at
the bulldog, cutting its lip.
Bloodied but unbowed, the bull-
dog never left the sidelines dur-
ing Massillon’s 20-15 victory.

The Steigerwalds don’t ex-
pect any trouble this year, but
train their dogs for the unexpect-
ed. Their favorite chew toy?
What else - a stuffed tiger.

New cub each year
While the bulldog mascot has

no term limit, Mas-
sillon gets a new
Obie every season -
a tradition started b
former booster clu
President Wilbur
Arnold in 1970.

Obie XXXI has
been leased from
Stumphill Farms in
Richville, where she
will return after to-
morrow’s game. The
tiger cubs spend only
a few months in
Massillon, but get
round-the-clock at-
tention from Hollen-
der, Clarence Ram-
baud and Don
Shonk.

Obie is housed in

a spacious pen inside
a garage next to the
stadium. Her days
i:onsis_t of slelepi_ng,
ounging, playing
with the caretakers
and inhaling five to
six pounds of ham-
burger and chicken.
: Good work if you
can get it.

At her size and without claws,
Obie does not present a major
risk to humans, Rambaud said.
Although he admits some cau-
tion must be exercised.

“In the morning, she likes to.
rub her face against mine,” Ram-

‘baud said. “But I only do it for
about 30 seconds or I'd wind up
like Evander Holyfield.”

The current Obie is 5 months
old and was a celebrity before
amvm% in Massillon. Stumphill
Farms lends tigers to renowned
zoologist Jack Hannah, who has
taken Obie on several television
shows, Mizer said.

“One of our Obies was also in
the movie Gladiator,” Mizer
added.

For the past four days, the cub
has been touring grade schools,
nursing homes and businesses
throughout Massillon. This is
Obie’s busiest week of the sea-
son.

“The LEreatest thing about
Obie is the joy she spreads,”
Mizer said. “We just love to see
the reaction she gets when we
take her into the schools. That’s
wﬁgt makes everything worth-
while.”
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JAMES ZEMKO/The Inde

Tigers mascot for 2002, Oble XXX, 15 pictured during a recent event.
g the use of a live tiger during the grid season.

- Massillon
GOOD HANDS? - The '
Tnimal rights activists are protestin
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The live mascot program

began in 1970.

s probably about 90

He stays at the sta-
@ Please see OBIE, Page A-7
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He

ve helped with Obie for
about 20 years with two

“I’
and he’s definitely a pretty

helpers, Donnie Shonk and
animal.

George Mizer,” he said.
“I've always liked animals

dium during football sea-

son
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TicER. CRewWS § LIVE TIGERS

!g‘ - Renedictine on Cleveland’s East Side,
f{“'\'z#- ‘Bennie The Bengal” rules as the mascot

for the “Home of Champions.” The cub
is affectionately rveferred to as Bene-

dictine’s “Goodwill Ambassador.”
in Massillon, the mascot for the legendary
Massillon Washington Tigers is named Obie. As
thev say in Stark County, Obie is like Santa Claus.

the Tape

The children of Massillon are sometimes scared
of Obie. And while Sauta delrvers presenis, Uhie
helps Massillon win footbali games.

With Benedictine, The Plain Dealer’s top-
ranked team, playing the vaunted Tigers at Mas-
sillon’s Paul Brown Tiger Stadium tomurrow

night, we take a look at the “Tail of the Tape”
the two mascots who'll be on hand at the game.

! i'he cub just
; old ves wy. Bennie is 57+ peunds
. from the nose to the Up of the tail.

fnothall game against University School on Oct.
17, 199

Bennic's caretaker, Brother Ted Girard O.S8.B.
(Class of 1966), will attend his 321st consecutive
Renedictine football game when the Bengals take
Massillon fomorrow night. Girard’s streak he-

gan with the Massillon game in 1873, & 0-0 tie.
o

& Fxperts estimate there are only about 7,000

tigers roanting in the wild today.
ilizing the curriculurm provided by the "Save
the Tiger” program, Benedictine maximizes the
educational value of Bennie’s many visits to
schools and community groups.
@ Insirumental in bringing Bennie to the “Home
of Champions” were Victor Hill (Class of 1976
and The Rev. Gary Hoover, (1.8.B. (Class of 1974,
# The Benedictine Alumni Association pays for
all fees, licenses, food and all of Bennie's other
necessary exnenses. Benedictine's science class-
es study and chart B s development, behav

ior, growth pattern, habitat and nugritional needs.

CONTINVED NEXT PAGE
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TIGER CREWS & LIVE TIGER 1
OBIE XXIX !

Obie 29 should arrive at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium the 3 or 4" week of August, 1998.
It is not certain at this time if we will have a Bengal or Siberian Tiger. We are hoping
for a baby female Bengal (14 weeks) like we had last year. They don’t grow as fast

or get as big as males or Siberians. The Tiger should be here in time for Team pictures.

Obie travels to all away games where there are no restrictions against here attendance.
Obie normally travels in front of the team buses. ;

Obie makes pre-scheduled visits (by calling Bob Hollender) throughout the footballs
season. As well as her visits to Obie Doc - Dr. Mark Christine. Obie has all her shots.
Feed three times daily AM-Noon-PM. The diet consists of measured amounts of raw
hamburger & raw chicken parts - bones in. Obie is exercised several times daily. Obies
home is the Booster Club garage located outside the Tiger dressing room. The doors are
usually left open so the players can visit after practice.

McKinley Week Obie travels to Massillon schools (k-thru 6" grade). She makes a
number of visits to nursing homes and other related events that week.

(left to right)
Don Shonk,
Bob Hollender,
George Mizer




oBle
XXXV

" a baby cat

Tiger mascot makes June |
first appearance -I-uesday

Page A-2 2004

o ] PHOTQ BY JAMES ZEMKO/THE INDEPENDENT
Clement’s gchool fifth- and sixth-graders get an up-close look at a week-old Bengal tiger destined to be
st. Clem

he 2004 version of the Massillon Tigers. The children got to see the tiger during a visit to Stump Hill
FC:)biri fi?‘l';erry Township last week.
ar
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(left to right)
Bob Hollender

George Vizer
Don Shonlk

.(-!‘él'I to right)
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PHOTOS BY *
KEVIN WHITLOCK/

THE INDEPENDENT

Cyndi Huntsman, |
top left, holds up. | &

. the latest Obie, a s
5"-pound tiger cub
with a big growl.
The cub loves play-
‘time, and sure can
drain a baby bottle,
Huntsman says.

New Obie on the prowl,

working on

Lori.Williams @IndeOnline.com

As the Massillon Tigers are
flexing their gridiron muscles

' for another chapter in a sto-

ried high school football tradi-
tion, their smallest supporter
is doing her conditioning, too.

That would be rolling in the
grass, sleeping, chewing on
everything in sight and drink-
ing from a baby bottle.

And oh, yes, learning to
chuff and growl.

The 2005 incarnation of Obie
the Tiger mascot is a S/-pound
‘ball of stripedy fluff with a
high-pitched growl that
promises more br_avado than
bite. She doesn’t like to lose

her growl

sight of her littermate at
Stump Hill Farm and the pair
can’t be left alone in the house
because they tend to favor ac-
tivities such as chewing cords
and eating things not exactly
good for growing girls.

Obie also keeps busy shed-
ding her brownish baby fur
and growing some thicker
adult orange to contrast with
her stripes. ,

Chugging down a bottle of
goat’s milk laced with vitamin
supplements, she closes her
eyes in an ecstatic pose.

“She knows how to drain a
bottle,” said Huntsman, who
along with her husband, Lee,
runs Stump Hill.

® Please see OBIE, Page A-5
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® OBIE conivued From PAGE 1

The exotic animal farm
has supplied Massillon’s
Obie for the past 13 years.

When the Tiger Booster
Club and the Huntsmans
first met up at a Fourth of
July Picnic in the Park, “I
said no at first,” Huntsman
said. “I had to check out
their facilities and feel at
ease with how they handled
a cub.” Booster; Club Obie

Crew Bob Hollender, George

Mizer and Don Shonk are
varsity-level handlers and
caretakers, she said.

The work is divided into
morning, afternoon and
evening shifts, Mizer said.
Each man feeds, exercises
and cleans the tiger’s home.

“They’re practically house-
broken by the time we get
them,” he said, praising Stump
Hill for the gentle personality
all the cubs have had. That'’s
not say, he added, they’re not
still playful kittens.

“They like to chew up the
hose,” he said. “Of course
the night guys always ‘for-
gets’ to tell the morning guy
and there’s some soaking.”

The Obie team bonds with
each new cub. Over the
course of each football season
“they get to know us really
well,” Mizer said. “Last year’s
would rub her head on my leg
and I'd have to carry her to
get her to go outside. She was
always like, ‘What are you do-
ing? What are doing?””

Since Obie travels to
schools and rest homes, she
has to be open to being
touched. A lot. Everyone, it
seems, loves the warm,
fuzzy mascot.

“Obie gets lots of atten-
tion,” Huntsman said.

Just like each tiger has
it’s individual “fingerprint”
of stripes, each has its own
personality, Hollender said.

“It’s hard to take them
back at the end of the sea-
son,” he admitted. “You defi-
nitely get attached to them.”

By that point, it’s all 80
pounds of them.

While Massillonians antic-
ipate a new Obie’s arrival in
mid-August, Obie’s getting
ready for Massillon.

She’s graduated from eat-
ing every two hours around
the clock to every four. In g
couple weeks she and her
sister — headed to Benedic-

I

 “Ifs hard to take

them back at the end |

~ of the season. You
~ definitely get attached

to them.”

— Bob Holleﬁder,
booster club member

tine High - will be noshing
on ground meat. Obie’s al-
ready met 5,000 schoolchil-
dren and is getting used to
noises so she’ll be prepared
for the touchdown cannons
at Paul Brown Tiger Stadi-
um. Today she’ll be at
Stump Hill’s booth at Mas-
sillon’s Picnic in the Park.

Before you know it, she’ll be

big enough that leopards, ea-
gles, hawks, vulture and male
tigers won’t consider her prey.

“Adult tigers have no preda-
tors,” Huntsman said, point-
ing out the white spots on the
back side of Obie’s still-little
ears that enemies see as “eyes
in the back of the head.”

And, of course, there’s a
tiger’s full-grown size. Mas-
sillonians might remember
Kon, one of the first Obie

. cubs from Stump Hill. Still )

a resident there, he now
weighs in at a mammoth 600
pounds. Kon’s paws are the
size of dinner plates, his
head a big as the largest
barbell in the Tiger weight
room. He eats 20 pounds of
raw meat each day.

“He’s a gentle giant,”
Huntsman said, pointing out
that at 80 pounds a tiger has
the jaw strength of a Rot-
tweiler and a tiger the size
of Kon could break your
neck with just his tail.

“I can make it to the fence
in 1.8 seconds,” the sign on
Kon’s cage reads. “Can you?”

The live Tiger cub is a
Massillon mascot tradition
since 1970.

“‘Tradition is important,”
Mizer said. “We lose too
many of them.”

It’s a big day in the city
when Obie takes the field for
a new season, Huntsman said.

“Big cats make a real
good tackle,” she said. “Too
bad she can’t be on the
team.”







“Obie Crew handler George Mizer lets Gorrell Elementary first-graders Ben
Bondi, Noah Gore and Victoria Houser get up close and personal with Obie

PHOTO BY KEVIN WHITLOCK/THE INDEPENDENT

36 in the m<:_..:mmE3 Monday as she and crew visited as part of Massillon
vs. McKinley week festivities. B Blood Battle coverage / Page A-5.

R
Q
Q
~
)
o
N
V)
=




Page 1 of 2

Wilbur Arnold

From: "Lee Vogelgesang” <Leevog@zoominternet.net>
To: "Wilbur Arnold” <wvarnold@sssnet.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 6:23 PM

GROUP TARGETS ANIMAL FARM

STUMP HILL DEFENDS ITS OPERATION, HOME TO FUTURE TIGER MASCOT
Mary Kay Quinn, Beacon Joumal staff writer

An animal-rights group has filed federal complaints against three Ohio exotic-animal farms, including a Stark
County farm that houses both former and future mascots of the Massillon Tigers.

The Animal Protection Institute, which last year sued Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, contends that
Stump Hill Farm in Perry Township has violated the Animal Welfare Act. Its representatives shot video there in
June 2005 and at facilities in Lawrence and Cuyahoga counties, where violations are also alleged.

The API, of Sacramento, Calif., contends that Stump Hill Farm violated the law by allowing visitors to touch or put
their hands in the cages of a tiger, a wolf, bears and small wildcats.

It also alleges that some enclosures are too small and that the spare and isolating enclosures for a chimpanzee,
baboons and other primates do not promote their psychological well-being.

Cynthia Huntsman, co-owner of the Klick Street Southwest farm, says the group's claims are distortions. U.S.
Department of Agriculture inspectors found no problems in the last three years, she said.

The USDA takes all claims seriously and will send an inspector to the facilities, said Darby Holladay, USDA
spokesman. If the claims appear to be legitimate, they will be referred to regional officials for a formal complaint,

he said.

Ohio has captured the attention of animal advocates in recent weeks — first when an Ashtabula County woman
was mauled by a bear from a neighboring business and then when a Copley Township man's home burned down,
killing tiger cubs and other animals.

The Animal Protection Institute, which filed the USDA complaints Thursday, wants Ohio to ban private ownership
of dangerous wild and exotic animals.

The Humane Sodiety of the United Stales also is urging the ban, citing the Ashtabula County incident and the
May 24 fire at Lorenza Pearson’s L&L Exofic Animal Farm.

t Hill Farm, home to 250 animals, is a nonprofit organization. fts mission, according to forms filed with the
ﬁ,:g:lgl Revenue Service, is to rehabilitate injured animals and educate the public.

rrent resident is @ 4-week-old tiger that is destined to be named Obie and adopted by Massillon Washington
ALt | boosters as a mascot at Tigers football games. A tiger who filled the Obie role 13 years ago when

High Schoo b currently lives at the farm, Huntsman said.

he was a cu
Another resident is Toot, a chimpanzee.

He has a gym set of the outside, he has a 30-by-30 play area, he has a jungle gym, plus he has cable TV,"
1" e |

: :nq shows and movies featuring children. During the 1998 movie Paulie, he cries along with the
Toot enjoys Wa}g?ég% to give up the parrot, Huntsman said. g

: irl who is
little girl 7/5/2006
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Toot and the other animals who have come from the movie industry, circuses or private homes "live 100 times
better than they did before they came here," she said.

Nursing home residents and children from day-care programs and 12 school systems have visited Stump Hill,
Huntsman said. lts animals are frequently at fundraisers and community festivals, according to Beacon Joumal

files.

Animal Protection Institute representatives gained access to the farm by making an appointment to visit, as
anyone from the public can, said Zibby Wilder, API's media relations director.

"API's investigators were taken right up to the cages of dangerous wild animals and allowed, even openly
encouraged, to stick their hands through the bars to pet or feed the animals,” the complaint says.

Huntsman said the API representatives posed as German exchange students.
She confirmed that visitors can pet some of the animals and even feed them marshmallows.
"It's with supervision, and no one here is allowed to walk around on their own,” she said.

The Animal Protection Institute’s complaint follows last week's USDA hearings in Akron, where officials detailed
900 alleged violations involving Pearson.

Huntsman is acquainted with Pearson, having visited his farm several times.

“Granted the aesthetics weren't real nice, but you know what, there wasn't one animal there that's not been fed
well or cared for properly,” she said.

A USDA administrative law judge is expected to decide Pearson's case in November or December.

Mustration:PHOTO: JOCELYN WILLIAMS / Akron Beacon Journal: 2: MAP:
Akron Beacon Journal map showing the location of Stump Hill Farm

(1) Lee Huntsman, co-owner of Stump Hill Farm, with Kon, 14, a retired tiger mascot for Massillon's high school
football team. (2) Red kangaroos Ezra, 4, and Reba, 5, appear in the enclosure outside their bam at Stump Hill

Farm in Massillon.
' o Copyright (c) 2006 Akron Beacon Journal
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PHOTO BY KEVIN WHITLOGK/THE INDEPENDENT

Obie XXXVII is restrained by handler Bob Hollender, left, as Anthony ‘The

Tyger’ Hanshaw squats next to her.

‘The Tyger’ meets
up with the tiger

By DAVID HARPSTEFI_
David.Harpster@ IndeOnline.com

It was a match made in market-
ing heaven. 4
m%n one corner was Tony “The
Tyger”’ Hanshaw, the uqdefeated
(20-0-0, 13 KO) super-mid-
eight contender who has

g;?lv;d Massillon home for the last

ears. .
se;r: It'?lltﬂ,%’chtar was Obie, the fe-

line mascot of the Massillon

Tigers. ; b
i g been in Massilloi for
Siace & sr y%?ars, Hanshaw has

ast fou _
lt)lrla?axll to geveral Tiger ga’mes, but
he’s never met the team’s young

Tiger mascot, Obie. Massﬂlon

Tiger Booster Club president Ben
Bradley knew Hanshaw’s uncle
and helped set up a meeting be-
tween the two Tigers during
Thursday’s freshman game at
Paul Brown Tiger Stadium.

Although he was born in War-
ren, Tigers have seemingly al-
fygys been a part of Hanshaw’s

ife.

“T left Warren before sixth
grade and went to Mansfield,”
Hanshaw said. “I’ve always been
a tiger from day one I started in
boxing and it’s just a coincidence
that I moved to Mansfield and
then to Massillon and they’re
both Tigers.”

@ Please see TIGER, Page C-5
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® TIGER continued erom pace -1

Mansfield Senior’s team nickname is
Tygers, which is also how Hanshaw
spells his nickname.

“My dad called me Tony the Tiger ev-
er since I was a little kid and I've lived
in two areas where there are lots of
Tiger fans,” Hanshaw said.

Hanshaw is creating more of a fanbase
for himself by giving the town some
recognition following his fights. After
his last win, a 10-round decision over Es-
teban Camou on Aug. 4 in the first round
of the ShoBox super-middleweight elim-
nation tournament, Hanshaw made

?ure to give his adopted hometown some
ove.

“My last fight, my girl works
Amvets Post No. 6, and I gave her a;?é

Massillon a shout out on TV,” Hanshaw

Obue XXXV poaws ot the « amerg as
the Tassillon Tiger 1

! 3, from left, Ron p
coster Club will be ona

said. “I try to give the town some good
publicity.”

‘That’s one reason why Bradley want-
ed to get the two tigers together.

“I've seen him on TV and saw that he
moved here and I knew his uncle,”
Bradley said. “Him being a Tiger and
I'm president of the Massillon Tiger
Booster Club, we decided we had to hook
up. He’s been really good about giving
Massillon some great publicity when he
fights on television.”

Hanshaw will get his next chance for
national exposure when he meets La-
Farrell Bunting (16-1-1, 16 KO) in Santa
Ynez, Calif. on Oct. 6 in the semifinals
of the Showtime tournament.

“He fought on the undercard of my
last fight,” Hanshaw said. “We used to

Hr
Fr-.'(-!-)
7
Oy

runty, Jim Matthaw .

Y

spar together in Mansfield and we had a
little argument there that we were go-
ing to finish in the street. Instead,’pow
we'll finish it in the ring on Oct. 6.
' Hanshaw got a little scare when he
came out of his last fight with a bruised
left hand. Following an X-ray it was de-
termined that he didn’t suffer any bro-
ken bones. A

“I hurt it early in my last fight. I was
still using it but no one knew that it was
hurt,” said Hanshaw, who will le?ve fﬁ;

and go into training for

%isnt‘i];:ga?ight Erithin the next couple
weeks. “I just had to deal with it and fin-
ish the fight. '

“It’s jugt bruised. I've been 1cing but
it’s all right and everything should be
ready to go by October.”

£ty B DE TTMANTHE INDEPFHDENT

PO R ane

. : ers of
‘ ide the Paul Brown Tiger . Bob Hollender and Roy Blair look on. Memb
tonon the Tigers and S Tanatins seeking donations

e throngbent Ao oo

s to h@l[‘ with the !Q\‘

liger program. This money helps to feed

"adium gatos prior to this Friday night's game be-

and care for
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PHOTOS BY KEVIN WHITLOCK/THE INDEPENDENT

Top, Obie the Tiger prowls along
the gymnasium floor to the delight
wers Elementary students as
ssillon-McKinley W - 4
ool. Students Seeee T
d to dress up and e e | T AN

were encouragé
paint on Tiger faces for the day.
Above, Dakota Lamborn, a Bow-

ers Elementary third grader, shows
his Tiger spirit:
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The Obie Crew
(L-R) Bob Hollender,
Obie XXXIX,
George Mizer,
Don Shonk (absent)




VIENVIORIES OF
ORIGINAL OBIE

. - Wilbur Arnold shares stories
et TN ™ > ... of Massillon’s first live mascot
) sive! : N . 1l LOCAL / Page A-8

By ERIN PUSTAY
Erin.Pustay@IndeOnline.com

This year, the striped little ball of
fluff that roams that sidelines at
each and every Massillon Tiger foot-
ball game will roar with the crowd
and chomp happily on a snack. But
that little Obie — No. 38 — will have a
long legacy to live up to.
'I\%esgay at the Massillon Muse-
um’s montly brown bag lunch,
Wwilbur Arnold, former president of
the Massillon Booster Club remem-
bered the very first tiger who proud-
ly wore the title “Obie.” He smiled
thinking about the lessons that the
very first live tiger mascot gave the
booster club members and he
laughed thinking about how little
they knew about raising a baby tiger.
The idea of bringing a live tiger
mascot to the Massillon program
started one Saturday afternoon when
Arnold was watching a Louisiana
State University f(l)ptb::}l gamhe. If | . |
d have a live tiger, he ! W
zggzg(:lgt?lso could MaS‘siIIOI‘L PHOTO BY GLENN B. DETTMAN/THE INDEPENDENT
“When I (told my -Wlfe)’ WE g ‘Wearing an orange and black
ing to have a baby tiger,’ she said, tiger tail, former WHS cheer-
3r?gt in this house.” Arnold remem- euder T;g ot
bered. “Later, she did relent and Obie trainer Wilbur Arnold dur-
ing the Brown Bag Lecture Se-
ries at the Massillon Museum
‘on Tuesday.
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‘ e “milk from a bottle quic-k_lyl gréduat_éf_i

- UPCOMING TOPICS FOR.THE BROWN BAG LUNCHEON SERIES: = & hamburger andhfuu (Ehlflﬁeni'opi -

| ] bl A ; . : 2 “We constantly have to tell p

‘ Aug. 28 -“Pyblic Art,” Jim Bowling, Aisstant Professor, Ceramics, Otterbein College ' P . Phork
Sept. 25 - “History of Massillon Tiger Booster Club”, combined lunch with the ‘7ot to put their hands in the aney

Arnold said: “If you have seen a )
; Touchdown Club., _ | 2 e
| - The Sept. 25 Brown Bag lunch only will meet at Amyet Post 6. - . .-,Ugﬁll'dpgt tdol‘:;n 5(1} &h}%{ggrrsleinkt’hxg B
~Oct. 23 “Gravestone Symbolism and Superstitions,” Sherri Brake Recco, Paranor- . WO otputy : '

o~ . e cage.” -
mal lnvgstlgator and Cementary History Specialist. \%hen Obie was too big to continue
- T ' , RP P w1 --as the school’s mascot, the Interna-: :
When we were feeding (Obie) off the  the same, - e tional Animal Exchange found her-a-
bottle, she loved jt.” - . . “They brought us to this tigercub  home at a small California zoo. On
. In 1970, after a year of sweet-talk-  and jt Was mad,” Arnold said. “That * one business trip to the area several
Ing booster club members, schog] - tiger was unhappy. It bit the bars .~ - years later, Arnold had a chance to -
board representatives and city offi- and hissed at us. it made it known it .~connect with his famous, little cuh ‘
cials, the town was ready to embrace wanted nothing to do with us.” - " one last time. . : F
At’s very first tiger cub. Everybody . Fortunately, fate had another plan. . “When I walked into view she rec-
was ready, Arnold said, in terms of h

. When Arnold voiced concerns about  ognized me immediately,” Arnold - -
€Xcitement, but no one was sure how -

oul the tiger’s temper he wag introduced .- said. “I reached out and put my hand
. to care for a wild animal. - to a small, 3-month-old cub who . in the cage and (the 200 official) 2
For advice, Arnold'turned to the purred warmly from her little box. damn near died. That tiger, she put -
director of the Cleveland Zoo, The * * Arnold’s daughter, who accompanied ~ her paw on top of my hand and
director agreeded to'offer some ' ' hj

S to'pick up Obie, fell oveim- - looked up at me like, ‘get me out of ,
tger care.tips and the Booster Club atery P +H 10 love'im R &y 5

. mediately.

K e b " e . here.”
vas on its way to bringing the very. - “Oh, daddy,” she said, “let’s have When he left that zoo, Arnold .+ :
first live' Obje home; = .~ | - - that one.” C o knew in the back of his mind that it
Before they could getthe cubout - Jyst as a little girl looks up at her . would be the last time he would see."
on the field, they had to find a tiger father with Puppy dog eyes-and begs , that precious, little tiger. The one .
wuh;(}ilg-perfect Dersonality. As to bring a kitty cat home, the par- Who won his heart and kicked off a :
d k° b‘.hSCOVEfed when he wentto  ents discovered that caring for the tradition for an entire town. g
Piex Obie up from the International  pet is harder than expected. "It was tough to look back,” Arnold
Imal Exchange, not all tigers are The little Obie, who started on -~ - said of leaving her behind, :
=SOLON 3 "ARRUN BUCRTEL— <

> PARN ;388

e ol “WARREN HARDING
* YOS/ e

5CIN. WESTERN HILLS
S ANTON MCKINLEY
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The online versions of legislation provided on this website are NOT official. The official
version of bills are available from the LSC Bill Room located at the north end of the
Ground Floor of the Statehouse. Enrolled bills are the final version passed by the Ohio
General Assembly and presented to the Governor for signature. The official version of acts
signed by the Governor are available from the Secretary of State's Office in the Borden

Building, 180 East Broad St., Columbus.

As Introduced

127th General Assembly

Regular Session
2007-2008

Representatives Distel, Brown, Seitz, Fende, Okey,
Setzer, Collier, DeGeeter, Harwood, Sayre, Gibbs,
Combs, Yuko, Evans, Foley, Webster, Williams, S.,

To enact sections 1534.01 to 1534.14 and
1534.99 of the Revised Code to require
persons who possess dangerous wild
animals or exotic animals to obtain a
personal possession permit and to
establish requirements regarding the
possession and care of dangerous wild

H. B. No. 45

Healy

A BILL

animals and exotic animals.

slature.state.oh.us/bills.cim?ID=127_HB_45

4/12/2007
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BE IT ENACTED BY TH
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Page 2 of 16

E GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1534.01, 1534.02,
1534.03, 1534.04, 1534.05, 1534.06, 1534.07,
1534.08, 1534.09, 1534.10, 1534.11, 1534.12,
1534.13, 1534.14, and 1534.99 of the Revised Code
be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 1534.01. As used in this chapter:

(A) "Dangerous reptile” means all of the
following:

(1) A species in the family Atractaspidae;

2) A species in the family Colubridae with rear
fangs, including, but not limited to, tree and
mangrove snakes, boomslangs, Argentine blackhead
snakes, South American false water cobras,
Lng_n,tpglig.r__sngkg;y_Aerqangzag-jn._ci,s_agd_.gn.g‘!ggg,,
keelback snakes, culebra listrada, African tiger
snakes, and twig snakes;

(3) A species in the family Elapidae; |

(5) A species in the family Hydrophiidae;

(6) A species in the family Viperidae;

(7) A species in the orde Crocodylia.

(B) "Dangerous wild animal” means a coyote,
black bear, mountain lion, wolf, bobcat, or wild boar
or a hybrid of such animails.

(C) "Exotic animal" means any of the following
animals, including hybrids of them, that due to their
inherent nature may be considered dangerous to
humans:

(1) A lion;
(2) A tiger;
(3) A cougar;
(4) A leopard;

¢ oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=127 _HB_45 4/12/2007



6) An ocelot;
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(27) A camel;

{28} A UsngSrouSs FSERiis:

4/12/2007

http:/[WWW iegiqlature_stateoh.us/bills_cfm?lD:I27 HB 45
P o




e e L
A TR N s

i 3 g

pttp://www 1€

ol slature.stat

by i Sm ke

A= GD\_.«EC!ﬁMf Flicseaeior SHEERY
H - ] -

e

enforcement officers.

(1) "Wildlife sanctuary” means a nonprofit
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Created in section 1534.14 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 1534.14. The danaerous wild and exotic
animals fund is hereby created in the state treasury.
The fund shall consist of fees collected under this
chapter and all money resulting from civil penaities
imposed pursuant to section 1534.13 of the Revised
Code. All money in the fund shali be used to carry  out

the purposes of this chapter and rules adopted under

it.

Sec. 1534.99. (A) Whoever violates this
chapter is quilty of a misdemeanor of the first de ree.
However, if the violation resuits in serious physicai
harm to a person, whoever violates this chapter is
quilty of a felony of the fourth degree.

(B) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty
to a violation of this chapter, the court may order the
dangerous wild animal or exotic animal that is the
subject of the violation to be euthanized by a

veterinarian or an appropriate animal control
authority.

(C) A violation of this chapter is a nuisance.

Please send questions and comments to the Webmaster,
© 2007 Legislative Information Systems | Disclaimer

Index of Legislative Web Sites
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PHOTO BY KEVIN WHITLOCK/THE INDEPENDENT
VIEW PHOTO GALLERIES AND ORDER PRINTS ONLINE AT WWW.INDEONLINE.COM

; ew members, from left, Don Shonk, Bob Hollender and George Mizer, as well as
t?ag'r?w Criwranager Rachel Wolford stand Véf:tthE?Ie prior to last Friday's game with Ursuline.
The Massillon Tiger Football Booste\z l Ut will have its Help Feed Obie Night on Friday prior
to the Tigers game against t\/l(—:-n’tor.h olunteers will be collecting donations outside Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium. The money that dls :ﬁ'sed Will be used for food, insurance, any medi-
cal bills, permits, rental of the tiger and other miscellaneous items. The money raised will
help keep our live tiger program going.
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Growing, growling tiger
cub thrills tots with visit

- Bad news, Bulldog fans: Obie’s
found his growl. And he’s feisty, too.
«He’s learning right now to growl,”
Obie Crew member Don Shonk said.
«This is early for him. He usually

doesn’t learn this early to growl.”
Obie No. 38 had the chance to strut

his stripes and show that guttural
growl Tuesday afternoon. He and his -
friends — Obie Crew members Bob

Hollender, George Mize
d the Tiger Cubs at the Franklin

Learning Center for the annual “Beat

McKinley” pep rally.
As the students filed into the gym-
bled with the foot-
wrestled with the Obie Crew
members. Children laughed as the
tiger cub Mizer’s feet
hen he tugged hard

gnd a Jauded W
on thg Il)e.ash, leading Hollender

around the gym.- _ "
~ Obie, an 18—vs}1)eek-gi¢ril cub, }Sl?mullqng lt.lp
’s bi e, weighing In &
for Saturday’® MELE ., 'shonk. The
£f is also putting away
0 chicken, turkey and
urger €ach day, g0 he’ll be good
and ready come Saturday:

- 2.007







Stump Hill Farms' tiger
cubs have had a few
brushes with fame.

By STEPHEN HUBA
Stephen.Hiba@IndeOnline.com

Obie, we hardly knew ye.

The Massillon tiger cub that
was last year’s Obie is now
rubbing shoulders (and paws)

with New York glitterati. The

Obie’s read r his closeupf

Ay

6-month-old Bengal tiger re-
cently traveled to New York
with handlers Lee Huntsman
and Tricyn Huntsman for a Og\ E X KX V l ‘ \
Cosmopolitan photo shoot. —

Obie, who now goes by Ma-

T REIGEE e SE€ NEVT PAGE




® OBIE coninued rrom PAGE 1

+1ssue of Cosmopolitan with
. Animal Planet host Dave

' Salmoni. The caption reads,
: “This cute creature is per-
+fect for snuggling. Oh, and
' the tiger’s not bad either.”
'~ Who knows where his ca-
reer will go from here?

‘» It all depends on where
Lee and Cyndi Huntsman,
‘owners of Stump Hill Farm
.in Perry Township, want to
‘fake him next.

+¢ The non-profit farm for

' exotic animals has been pro-

- viding Massillon’s Obie cubs
‘for 17 years, as well as host-
»Ing educational programs at
:1ts Klick Street Northwest
site. But more recently, the
"Huntsmans have become an-
-1mal providers for the stars,
.+ “We consider (the TV and
' Imovie appearances) to he
;part of our educational pro-
+grams because it’s 5 learn-
/Ing experience for people,”
+€yndi Huntsman sajq.
- The Huntsmans haye been
operating Stump Hi]] Farm
‘for 26 years as a refuge for
+injured and abused animals,
: Today, they have about 300
ranimals — everything from
;‘chlmpanzees, camels and pap-
+Tots to lions, tigers and bears,
'+ About 10 years ago, the
+Huntsmans began providing
-animals for Jack Hanna’s ap-

pearances on “The Maury
Povich Show,” the “Late Show
with David Letterman” and
“Good Morning America.”
From there, word got out
that the Huntsmans’ animals
were well-behaved and good
around people. “The animals
we offer generally like the in-
teraction,” Cyndi Huntsman
said. Obie was used to being
around people in Massillon, so
he did well in the Cosmopoli-
tan photo shoot, she said.
Interest has grown to the
point where the Richville
couple had to hire an agent
to help them with all the re-
quests for their animals,
“It’s just that over the years,
we have a very clean track
record,” Cyndi Huntsman
said. “The people know the
circumstances, where the ani-
mals come from, anq they
know we are a non-profit orga-
nuzation. They like to sypport
that kind of Organization.”
The money from the ani-
mals’ appearanceg goes back
into Stump Hill Farp 1,5t
year’s feed bill alone was
$50,000. The cost of heating
five buildings wjt}, propane

ter, Tricyn, and farm volun.
teer Maria Tilton, recently
traveled to Providence, R.I;

with their skunk Flower to
shoot scenes from the up-
coming Richard Gere move
“Hachiko: A Dog’s Story.”

“It’s about trying and nev-
er giving up,” Lee Huntsman
said, describing the movie.

Flower, the skunk, is de-
scented and was perfect for
the scenes with the canine
hero of the picture, he said.
The hard part was getting
Flower into Rhode Island
because of state regulations.

The farm also recently
supplied lion cubs for photo
shoots with super model Hei-
di Klum on the set of “Amer-
ica’s Next Top Model.”

“It was something that we
were really happy with,”
Cyndi Huntsman said.
“(Klum) did very well with
the animals that we took.”

Other “famoys” Stump
Hill Farm animals include
two peacocks that appeared
in a Super Bow] Sunday
commercial for the Sharp
Aquos LCD TV, and a goose
that appeared on a commer-
cial for the Sony PlayStation

» Lee Huntsman said.

A leopard named Riley will
appear in magazine ads this
Spring for a new line of Ralph
Lauren clothing, and the lion
cubs will appear in lingerie
ads in a German magazine.
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Obie handlers, Bob Hollander and
Don Mason, hang on to Mas_sil-
lon’s tiger as Rev. Hank Harris
blesses the big cat at St. Timo-
thy’s on Sunday afternoon.

Obie among
blessed pets

ERIN PUSTAY .
gryin.Pustay@lndeOnlme.com

ed low in the grass,

: Obcilc;orl-i'icitsled her behind Ju_stkoff
the ground and gave a quic
wiggle before pouncmgs:l o
springing tc_)ward an uowner’s
ing dog sitting by his

feglt{e didn’t gef far before run-

i leash.
nl%%:i):f:r?fed, sl':iettu:‘lrll:golﬁr

ion instead to
attesnsm‘;glere she flopped aqd
ol d around before bounding
rolle rd the mempers of
the Obie Crew for a bit of
A o

rough hou:zlnrgfor the past 51X
e Sé Obie Crew has
years,htt Massillon’s most:pre- .

broug t to St. Timothy’s

plessed:
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“Obie’s real special,”
crew member Bob Hollen-
der said. “You fall in love
with him. You sure do miss
he when he’s gone.”

< There have been 39 tiger
-cubs who have proudly
=served as Massillon’s mas-
~cot and each one of them
~are truly special, Hollen-
~der said. Obie XXXIX is no
"~ different.

- It makes sense that Obie
=should be blessed, she has,

-after all, blessed the city

with honest to goodness
“Tiger spirit.
= Sunday, like her prede-
~ cessors have for the last

+8ix years, Obie received a
- blessing.
= Raising his hand above
* Obie’s furry ears, Rev.
~Hank Harris let it hover
~there as he poured a show-
~er of blessings on the tiger
~and the town she proudly
~represents. »

2. “May you be blessed in
Zthe name of the Father, the
= Son and of the Holy Spir-
~it,” Harris said. “May the

“Massillon Tigers be
~strengthened and guided in
¢ your‘care and may you
- both enjoy the life together

-and find joy with God who

created you.”

~ Annually, St. Timothy’s
=~ blesses all the animals who
-~ enrich the lives of Massil-
‘lon-area residents. From
“the smallest ball of fluff to
= grandest of guard dogs, an-
~1imals are a gift from God.

. According to Harris, the
- church holds the ceremony
: in recognition of St. Fran-
= cis of Assisi Day, which
. falls every year on Oct. 4.

- “Let us give thanks to
# God our Father for the gift
» of life and especially for

- the gift of animals that he
- has so freely bestowed up-
2 on us,” Harris said during
= Sunday’s service. “We

thank you, Lord, for creat-

ing all living things that
: breathe and move and
* have life and inhabit the
= earth. We thank you for the
beauty and wonder of cpe-
~ ation.”
=+ Sierra Brady, 7, said she

»

found her gift from God in
a local pet store. Holding
tightly to a small plastic
carrier, Sierra’s eyes twin-
kled as she talked about
her hamster Sammy, “who
is probably like 6 or 7
(years old)” even though
she’s had him for “proba-
bly about a year.”

“I always wanted a ham-
ster and my mom said I
could get one, so one day
when we went to get fish
food she said I could get
him,” Sierra explained. “As
soon as I saw him, I knew I
wanted to buy him because
he was just so cute.”

When you have a ham-
ster as special as Sammy,
you also just know that he
should be blessed, Sierra
said.

“I knew he had to be
blessed because he had
never been blessed be-
fore,” Sierra said. “I
bought him at a pet store
and I'm pretty sure he
wasn’t blessed there, so I
wanted him to be blessed .
(here).” .

Ashley Locy held 4-week-
old Piper, a tiny tabby kit-
ten, tightly to her chest.
The kitten’s tiny little fea-
tures were dwarfed by the
massive Obie, who
bounced around on the
lawn. :

But Piper, Locy said, is a
fighter. She discovered the
little kitten in her garden,
all alone, infested with
fleas and sickly. She took
the kitten to the vet and-
watched as Piper gradually
regained her strength. All
she needed was a whole lot
of love, Locy admits, not-
ing that Piper is still bottle
fed. -

“She’s our little miracle,”
Locy said.

More than a dozen dogs
joined Obie, Sammy and
Piper for the blessingon = |
Sunday. Two frogs, Little T °
and Michael, also received
blessings, while several _
other animals - mostly cats |
— who were unable to at-
tend received blessings as
well.

Thev stalk and pounce on their prey be- A,
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Say ‘ahh Obie -

Tiger doc keeps fur fluffed, grow] hearty

By ERIN PUSTAY
Erin.Pustay@IndeOnline.com

Behind every healthy tiger
cub is very brave, very proud
veterinarian. Each of Obie’s
hearty growls and playful
pounces are possible because of
the care of Dr. Mark Christine.

For the last 14 years, Chris-
tine has been taking care of
Massillon’s most beloved Kkitty.
It’s an honor he is proud of. His
license plates - “OBIE DOC” -
prove it.

WEB VIDEOS

LOG ON TO INDEONLINE.COM
for videos from Massillon-McKinley
Week, including Obie’s visits to
local elementary schools, and WHS
cheerleaders at nursing homes.

“It’s kind of exciting,” Chris-
tine said. “It’s an honor to be the
vet that cares for Obie. I get a
lot of pleasure out of it because
I know it’s a unique opportunity.

© Please see OBIE, Page A-2

PHOTO BY KEVIN WHITLOCK/THE INDEPENDENT

‘With Obie crew handlers in tow, Dr. Mark Christine @_.mmﬂm Obie for her

weigh-in at the Massillon Animal Hospital. She weighed 88 pounds. '

._ (@) m IE continued From PAGE 1 | A

... Most people never have

the chance to work with a
baby tiger, but I get to do it
every year.”

While it may seem like a
daunting task, fitting an ap-
pointment for a 100-pound
feline into a schedule chock

full of mild-mannered house
cats and over-friendly puppy

dogs, Christine insists it’s
not that bad.

“From a medical stand-
point,” Christine said, “it’s
really no different than
treating the little guys.”

In fact, Obie receives many

of the same medications that
Massillon family cats receive
- only in larger doses.

“(Vaccinations and medi-
cations) are administered on
a pound-for-pound basis,” he
said. “And we’ve got a big
one this year.”

At only six-months old,
Obie is already outweighing
some of her predecessors
by 20 or 30 pounds. Usually,
by this point in the season,
Obie weighs around 60 or 70
pounds, Christine said. This
year, she’s pushing 90.

Still, no matter how big
the Bengal tiger cub may
get, the treatment strate-
gies never change. You roll
with the growls and nips at
your fingers. You learn

from your mistakes.
“Obie likes to chew,” Chris-
tine said. “I learned quickly
that if I wear gloves so she
can chew on my hands and
fingers, it helps. She'll let you
look at her teeth, eyes and
ears that way.” :
A'lot of the check-up in-
volves distracting the big cat.
From administering the vac-
cines to trimming her super
sharp claws, Christine has
learned that patience and de-
coys are his greatest assets.
“We find a way to get her
" to do what we need her to
do. We will distract her with
a toy so we can trim her
claws,” Christine said. “You
just sort of trim them as
they go flinging past.”
Mascots are a part of the
practice for Christine, who,
10 years ago, treated both
Obie and McKinley’s bull-
" dog mascot. Just because
the pup walked through the
- door and got the best treat-
ment possible, that didn’t
mean the English bulldog
won over Christine’s heart.
“I'm a Tiger fan,” Chris-
tine said. “We have been go-
ing to Tiger games for
years. I even have a place in
my closet that is reserved
Jjust for clothes that are or-
ange and black.”
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sillon Tiger
mascot, leaps

out of the

~ pool while
playing with
Layla, a white
Bengal tiger,
at Stump Hill
Farm in Perry
Township on
a hot
Wednesday
afternoon,
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MEET OBIE XL

AGE: Six months
GENDER: Male
WEIGHT: 75 pounds

and 500 pounds.

than passing them.

 FULL GROWN WEIGHT: Between 350

FAVORITE PASTIME: Playing with foot-
balls, though he's better at popping them

He also enjoys running in the yard with

FAST FACTS

e Bengal tigers like Obie are endangered.
Scientists estimate that only 3,000 Bengal
tigers are left in the wild.

e Most of the baby tigers that serve as
Obie mascots are Bengal tigers. A large ma-
jority of the mascots over the years have al-
so been female.

e A full-grown tiger can eat as much as
88 pounds of meat in one sitting. Baby Obie
is scarfing down 10 pounds of meat a day.

e Tigers hunt mostly at dusk and dawn
when they are easily hidden in the shadows.

They stalk and pounce on their prey be-
cause they can’t run long distances.

o Male tigers are territorial and usually trav-
el alone, marking the boundaries of his terri-
tory with scratch marks to warn other tigers.

» The backs of the tiger’s ears have small
white spots that look like eyes. It gives tigers
the appearance of having eyes in the back
of their heads.

e Bengal tigers are one of only five sub-
species of tigers remaining in the world today.
Three sub-species are extinct.

o SOURCES: seaworid.org, akronzoo.org

the Obie Crew.

. OBIE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2009
Obie prowls local
elementary schools

By ERIN PUSTAY
Erin.Pustay @ IndeOnline.com

Obie was all tuckered out.

His two-day tour of Massillon el-
ementary schools left him sleepy
and just a tiny bit cranky, accord-
ing to Obie Crew member George
Mizer. . .

“He’s had a long day,” Mizer said
as Obie settled into his crate in the
back of the van. ’

Long, yes, but Obie certainly has
the fans to show for it. Obie Crew
member Don Mason held up a
crayon-colored tiger drawing that
a little girl wanted to give to the 6-
month-old kitten.

® Please see OBIE, Page A-2

“1t’s fan mail,” Mason
said. “We’ll hang it on the

wall in the Obie garage.”
Turns out, Obie gets a
lot of those things. Chil-

dren across the city write

letters and color pictures
for Obie all the time.
;GAduItS love hlm, tgo,!r
Mizer said with a smile,
«they just don’t always
itit.”
adFl:I(ljr the crew who helps
to care for Obie during
‘the football season, the
tiger cub becomes a part
of the family. They’ve
discovered that each
tiger has a different per-
sonality and each one has

favorite things to do. -

Obie No. 40 happens to
love running and darting
around in the grass, chas-
ing Mizer and Mason.

“He can only run about
40 yards before he gets
tired,” Mizer said. “So if
you can run 42 yards,
you’ll be just fine.”

- “Don’t stop at 42
yards,” Mason added with
a laugh. “If he’s chasing
you, just keep on run-
ning.” -

Franklin Elementary
School kids had the
chance to see Obie in ac-
tion Tuesday afternoon
when the tiger made his

annual stop to pump them
up for the big McKinley
game.

“When the guy (Mason)
ran out, Obie got up and

. chased him,” 9-year-old

Caitlyn Conley said with
a laugh. “I think Obie is
cool because he can do
cool stuff and he’s fun-
nY-" 9
Conley said she’s had
plenty of chances to see
Obie. Every year, she
said, Obie makes sure to
visit her school and that’s
one of the best days of
the year,

“I've seen him a lot,”
Conley said. “I’ve seen
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Obie Book

The Obie Crew
(L-R) George Mizer,
Bob Hollender,
Don Shonk
& Obie XXXXI




The Obie Crew - 2011

The Obie Crew
(L-R) Terry Bonk,
Bob Hollender,
Don Shonk &
George Mizer
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And this is
Obie XXXXII!
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THE OBIE CREW (L-R):

Terry Bonk, George Mizer, OBIE XLIII,
Bob Hollender, Don Shonk




Live Tiger Book

THE OBIE CREW

L to R: George Mizer,
OBIE XLVI,
Bob Hollender,
Terry Bonk
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2014

OBIE CREUW

'\ 24 TIMES STATE CHAMPIONS
ATCH =

L to R: George Mizer, Bob Hollender, OBIE XLV, Terry Bonk




OBIE CREM

L to R: Terry Bonk, Bob Hollender and George Mizer
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